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Stuff for which we are thankful 

Ken Herman 

© 2013 Cox Newspapers 

AUSTIN, Texas -- Once again. Thanksgiving rolls around 
at a time v/hen many of us have much for which to be 
thankful. 

I'm thankful for endless TV football on Thanksgiving. 
If you’re in that category, here’s a piece of advice: 
Sometime tomorrow while tunnel-visioning on football 
take time out to soy something nonfootbolly to o non- 
footboll ton in the room, preferably not something like, 
”Hey, I’m still hungry.” 

I'm thankful for recently passing one of life’s most un¬ 
derappreciated birthdays. I’m now 59 1/2, putting me 
in that once-in-o-lifetime six-month sweet spot during 
which I’m under 60 but con moke withdrawals from 
my 401 (K) without o 10 percent penalty. Anybody ever 
see o "Happy 59 1/2 Birthday” cord? 

And I’m always thankful for studies that prove the ob¬ 
vious, studies that tell us things like, if it tastes good it’s 
bod for you. In that category is o new one from the 
Notional Bureau of Economic Research, o nonprofit, 
nonpartisan organization "dedicated to promoting o 
greater understanding of how the economy works.” 
Wait o minute, the economy works? 

The study was done by Remo Honno of the Kennedy 
School of Government of Harvard University and Shing- 
Yi Wong of The Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. I’m told those ore pretty good schools, 
though I don’t think either of their football teams ore 
on notional TV on Thanksgiving. The study is called, 
"Dishonesty and Selection into Public Service.” The 
researchers, to the shock of perhaps one person on 
Earth, found that folks with o propensity for dishonesty 
tend to select themselves for public service. 

"In this paper,” Honno and Wong wrote, "we dem¬ 
onstrate that university students who cheat on o sim¬ 
ple task in o laboratory setting ore more likely to state 
o preference for entering public service. Importantly, 
we also show that cheating on this task is predictive of 
corrupt behavior by real government workers, imply¬ 
ing that this measure captures o meaningful propen¬ 
sity towards corruption.” 

At this point, to save my inbox from inundation from 
government workers, let me note that this study was 
done in Indio, and I’m sure o similar study done around 
here would show that everybody who goes into public 
service in these ports is o fine, fine human being. 

The researchers based their conclusions, in port, on 
rolls of o die by 559 Indian college students. The meth¬ 
od involved students self-reporting what come up on 
the die on 42 rolls. The higher the number, the higher 
the payment they got. 

‘' Dishonesty os measured by the dice task is rampant,” 
the researchers reported, also noting that: "Students 
who cheated on the dice gome were then 6.3 per¬ 
cent more likely to wont o government job.” 

Is this study statistically valid or societolly important? 
Hey, if I knew that, I wouldn't be pecking out columns 
for o legacy medio outlet. With that caveat, some 
more excerpts: 

"We find that students who exhibit lower levels of pro¬ 
social behavior ore more likely to prefer o government 
job.” 

"Overall, we find that dishonest individuals - os mea¬ 
sured by the dice task - prefer to enter government 
service.” 

What then do we do with this information? If people 
who cheat ore more likely to wont to become public 
servants, maybe we shouldn’t let anyone who wonts 
to be o public servant become o public servant. This 
jibes with my long-held notion that anybody who wonts 
to be o prison guard perhaps shouldn’t be o prison 
guard. Maybe we need o draft for prison guards. 
Hove o safe, fun and meaningful holiday weekend. 
And may oil your teams win.Q 



Obama pardons Popcorn and Caramel 


JIM KUHNHENN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Barack Obomo 
spared two turkeys from 
the oven Wednesday, ful¬ 
filling the annual tradition 
of o presidential pardon 
for o couple of lucky birds 
ahead of the American 
harvest holiday of Thanks¬ 
giving Day. 

Obomo pardoned Pop¬ 
corn, who shared the stage 
with the president on the 
North Portico of the White 
House on o cold, drizzly 
day. 

An alternate turkey, named 


position in the world, brings 
with it many awesome and 
solemn responsibilities,” 
Obomo began. “This is not 
one of them. 

Popcorn, the White House 
said, likes to feed on corn 
and strut to Beyonce’s 
“Halo,” while Caramel 
prefers soybean meal and 
Lady Gogo. 

Good to know. 

Popcorn’s victory, Obomo 
said, proves “that even o 
turkey with o funny name 
con find o place in politics.” 
As for Caramel, “he’s stick¬ 
ing around and he’s al¬ 
ready busy raising money 


was granted by President 
George H.W. Bush. 

Later Wednesday, Obomo, 
wife Michelle, doughfers 
Molio and Sosho, and 
mofher-in-low Morion Rob¬ 
inson volunteered at o lo¬ 
cal charity — the Capitol 
Area Food Bonk — distribut¬ 
ing bogs of sweet potatoes, 
onions, carrots, apples and 
small white boxes of the 
presidential M&Ms. 

Obomo said the family also 
planned to deliver o cou¬ 
ple of furkeys to the food 
bonk — these, not spared. 
“Tomorrow, os we gather 
with our own friends and 



President Barack Obama, with daughters Sasha, second from left, and Malia, right, carries on 
the Thanksgiving tradition of saving Popcorn the turkey from the dinner table with a “presidential 
pardon,” at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013, as John Burkel, current 
chairman of the National Turkey Federation in Badger, AAinn, stands left. 

(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster) 


Caramel, also received a 
pardon, though it did not 
have the benefit of a face- 
fo-beak meeting with the 
president. 

“The office of the presi¬ 
dency, the most powerful 


for his next campaign,” the 
president said. 

Presidents have spared tur¬ 
keys off and on as far back 
as the Lincoln era, accord¬ 
ing to the White House. 
The first official pardon 


family,” Obama said on a 
serious note, “we’ll count 
ourselves lucky that there’s 
more to be thankful for than 
we can ever say and more 
to be hopeful for than we 
can ever imagine.”□ 


Storms upends East Coast holiday travel 


JASON KEYSER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Bands 
of ice, sleet and rain were 
upending some Thanksgiv¬ 
ing holiday plans as mil¬ 
lions of Americans took to 
the roads, skies and rails 
Wednesday, likely the busi¬ 
est travel day of fhe year. 
So far, the storms barreling 
over the mid-Atlantic and 
Northeast have not sent 
widespread flight delays or 


cancellations rippling be¬ 
yond the region to other 
parts of fhe nation’s air net¬ 
work. 

As of early Wednesday, 
about 200 flights to, from 
or within the United States 
had been canceled, ac¬ 
cording to the air tracking 
website FlightAware.com. 
Most of fhe scrapped flights 
were in or out of three ma¬ 
jor Northeast hubs: Newark 
Liberty International in New 


Jersey, Philadelphia Inter¬ 
national and LaGuardia in 
New York City. 

More than 43 million peo¬ 
ple are travelling over the 
long holiday weekend, ac¬ 
cording to AAA, a federa¬ 
tion of motor clubs in the 
U.S. and Canada. About 
39 million of those will be 
on the roads, while more 
than 3 million people are 
expected to filter through 
airports. □ 
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Q&A ON THE NEWS 

Q: The movie "The Exorcist” has been on TV several 
times the past several weeks. I’ve heard this movie 
was based on a true story. Is that true? 

— Ralph Williams, Lavonia, Ga. 

A: The movie, released in 1973, was based on William 
Peter Blatty's best-selling book of the same name, 
which was published in 1971. The book was inspired 
by the 1949 exarcism at Roland Dae, a pseudonym 
for a 14-year-old boy who lived in Missouri. The real 
case "gave me the idea, nothing more,” Blatty once 
told The Washington Post. Doe’s possession began af¬ 
ter the death of his Aunt Harriett, a spiritualist. Strange 
noises and happenings began to occur, and the 
boy’s parents turned to Catholic priests. Among them 
was Father Raymond Bishop, who recorded in a diary 
odd events, including several violent episodes that 
injured both Doe and priests. The exorcism occurred 
over a three-month period in both Missouri and Mary¬ 
land, where the family had previously lived, ending on 
April 18, 1949. This year marks the 40th anniversary at 
the movie. 

Q: What became of Campbell Brown, who left NBC 
for CNN and then left that network? 

— S. Lloyd Martin, Decatur, Ga. 

A: Brown, a former reporter and anchor for NBC and 
CNN, is the co-founder of New York’s The Parents’ 
Transparency Project, "a watchdog group whose 
mission is to bring transparency to the rules, deals and 
contracts negotiated between our state and local 
governments and the teachers’ unions,” according 
to its website (ParentsTransparency.org). Brown also 
is on the organization’s board of directors. Brown, 45, 
has two children and lives in Manhattan. Brawn, wha 
has a website (CampbellBrawn.cam) and is active an 
Twitter, left CNN in 2010. 

Q: Does the U.S. Postal Service have tracking devices 
on its vehicles like UPS and FedEx? If not, why? 

— Al Cooper, Atlanta 

A: There are no tracking devices on USPS vehicles, 
spokesman Michael Miles told Q-and-A on the News in 
an email. "The Pastal Service has more vehicles than 
both UPS and FedEx cambined, so equipping each at 
them with tracking devices would not be practical,” 
Miles wrote. "Also, unlike its competitors, many pastal 
deliveries are made an faot.” 

Q: As a follow-up a recent answer, which states re¬ 
ceive the most food stamp support as a percentage? 
Being a native Californian, I think that state’s percent¬ 
age would be about 10 percent of the population. 
But if Georgia has 9 million people, that is really almost 
25 percent. 

— Thomas E. Davies, Atlanta 

A; Mississippi, at 22 percent (659,872 out of a popula¬ 
tion of 2.9 million), was the state with the largest part 
of its population receiving food stamps, according to 
data from the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro¬ 
gram (SNAP) and U.S. Census Bureau prior to recent 
cuts to the program. The top seven includes: Oregon 
(21 percent, 815,221 out of 3.9 million). New Mexico 
(21 percent, 438,252 out of 2.1 million), Louisiana (21 
percent, 948,758 out of 4.6 million), Tennessee (20 per¬ 
cent, 1.3 million out of 6.4 million), Kentucky (20 per¬ 
cent, 849,248 out of 4.3 million) and Geargia (19 per¬ 
cent, 1.9 million out of 9.9 million). California was at 11 
percent, cr 4.1 millicn out of 38 million. □ 



A crowd watches as Snoopy and other balloons are inflated for the AAacy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa¬ 
rade in New York, Nov. 27,2013. Stormy weather may force the withdrawal of the largest balloons 
in the parade, but for now they are being prepped in hopes of calmer skies. 

(Ozier AAuhammad/The New York Times) 


Macy's tradition up in the air: 

Floats take shape; flight remains iffy 


MARC SANTORA 
SARAH MASLIN NIR 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Felix the Cat 
once caught fire. Bullwin- 
kle sprung a leak, spewing 
a blast at helium from his 
nose yards from the fin¬ 
ish line. And giant M&M’s, 
Sonic the Hedgehog and 
SpongeBob SquarePants 
have all crashed into ob¬ 
jects on the street. 

But only once in the 87- 
year history of the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade 
has bad weather graund- 
ed the towering balloons 
that float through the 
streets of Manhattan on 
the holiday. 

Now, a storm bearing down 
on the East Coast is once 
again placing the fate of 
the balloons in doubt. 

The balloons can rise as 


high as five stories and can 
be difficult to control in 
wind. 

After a Cat in the Hat bal- 
laan hit a lamp post in 1997, 
knocking a portion down 
and injuring faur specta¬ 
tors, city officials instituted 
strict wind guidelines. 

If the wind blows at 23 mph 
or more and gusts reach 
34 mph, SpongeBob and 
the biggest of his inflatable 
brethren will be grounded. 
The decision will be made 
Thursday marning by sev¬ 
eral agencies. 

Joe Picca, a meteorologist 
at the National Weather 
Service, said, “What we 
are seeing right now is that 
at about 7 a.m. winds will 
be out of the west-north¬ 
west at about 25 miles per 
hour, but gusts could be as 
high as 40 miles per hour.” 


Picca continued, “But we 
expect the winds to be on 
a downward trend as the 
day goes on.” 

He noted that a challenge 
in farecasting winds in New 
Yark City had ta do with 
the “canyon effect,” with 
the tall buildings along the 
parade route creating a 
tunnel. 

Historically, the blocks near 
Times Square have been 
particularly difficult far the 
baliccns’ handlers, with 
the open area allawing 
winds to whip with added 
force. 

Regardless at the big bal¬ 
loons’ inclusion, the pa¬ 
rade is to begin at 9 a.m. 
As a steady rain fell, work¬ 
ers readied for the night¬ 
long ritual of inflating the 
balloons. 

“It says to me that balloans 
are flying,” said Jennifer 
Gearge, 54, a designer 
and authar who has lived 
here far 22 years. 

But if the wind hawls as 
predicted, they will not be 
paraded. The balloons will 
be unzipped and deflated, 
folded up and sent back 
to New Jersey. 

The last time the bal¬ 
loans were graunded was 
in 1971, because of foul 
weather. 

The only other reason the 
balloons did not fly was 
World War II, when the en¬ 
tire parade was canceled 
for several years.Q 



Workers spread out the Ronald McDonald balloon before inflat¬ 
ing it at a marshaling area for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Pa¬ 
rade in New York, Nov. 27, 2013. 

(Ozier Muhammad/The New York Times) 













THURSDAY 28 NOVEMBER 


NEWS 


11 


Advocates press White house to act on immigration 



President Barack Obama, left, stops his speech and turns 
around in response to an unidentified man, right, who heckled 
him about anti-deportation policies, at the Betty Ann Ong Chi¬ 
nese Recreation Center in San Francisco. Advocates are frus¬ 
trated with the failure of House Republicans to tackle immigra¬ 
tion. Increasingly, they're focus is on President Barack Obama. 
The outside groups are demanding that Obama use his powers 
as chief executive to stop deportations or provide some relief to 
many of the 11 million immigrants living here illegally. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Monsivais) 


DONNA CASSATA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ad¬ 
vocates for immigration re¬ 
form ore demanding that 
President Barack Obama 
use his powers as chief ex¬ 
ecutive to stop deporta¬ 
tions or provide some relief 
to many of the 11 million 
immigrants living in the U.S. 
illegally. 

Pro-immigrant groups are 
frustrated with the failure of 
the Republican-controlled 
House of Representatives 
to tackle immigration. But 
Obama insists that the 
nation’s laws limit his abil¬ 
ity to act unilaterally, even 
though his administration 
acted on its own last year 
to suspend deportations of 
some immigrants brought 
illegally into the country as 
children and more recently 
decided some relatives of 
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American spiced pure pumpkin 
Herbs seasoned stuffing w/apples and 
raisins. 


<j( 


c 

IC U t 





U.S. service members living 
here illegally could remain. 
The administration has also 
quietly changed the rules 
for immigrants from Visa 
Waiver Program countries, 
people who arrived in 
the U.S. legally but stayed 
longer than the 90 days 
the program allows. Now 
people from the 37, mostly 
European, countries in the 
program who are immedi¬ 
ate relatives of U.S. citizens 
con apply to stay in the 
United States legally. 

The moves stand in sharp 
contrast to the actions of 
Obama’s Homeland Secu¬ 
rity Department, which has 
deported a record 1.47 mil¬ 
lion people during the pres¬ 
ident’s nearly five years in 
office, according to inter¬ 
nal Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement data. 

Heckling of the president 
during California appear¬ 
ances Monday under¬ 
scored the dissatisfaction 
with the Democratic presi¬ 
dent, not only over the 
stalled immigration over¬ 
haul but also the adminis¬ 
tration’s policies. 

“Stop deportations! Stop 
deportations!” audience 
members yelled at Cbomo 
during a speech in Son Fran¬ 
cisco that was interrupted 
by a young man who said 
his family has been sepa¬ 
rated for 19 months. 
“Executive order” was the 
rallying cry at a separate 
Democratic fundraiser 
Monday. Cbama, the for¬ 
mer instructor in constitu¬ 
tional law, responded to 
the criticism with a brief les¬ 
son in the nation’s rules. 

“If, in fact, I could solve 
all these problems with¬ 
out passing laws in Con¬ 
gress, then I would do so,” 
Cbama told the first group. 
“But we're also a nation of 
laws. 

That's part of our tradition. 
And so the easy way out is 
to try to yell and pretend 
like I can do something by 
violating our laws.” 

House Republican leaders 
hove rejected the Demo- 
cratic-controlled Senate’s 
comprehensive immigra¬ 
tion bill, which passed on 
a bipartisan vote in June. 
The far-reaching measure 
would provide new visa 
and workplace enforce¬ 


ment programs and billions 
of dollars for border secu¬ 
rity, along with a path to 
citizenship for millions. 

Small, stand-alone bills from 
the House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee have languished 
for months, and leaders 
signaled that votes are un¬ 
likely in this year's remain¬ 
ing legislative days even 
though Cbama recently 
embraced the piecemeal 
approach. 

Prospects for immigration 
legislation in 2014, with 
congressional elections 
looming, are slim despite 
the issue’s political drag on 
the Republicans. 

In the 2012 election, His¬ 
panic and Asian Americans 
went overwhelmingly for 
Cbama and Republican 
strategists know they need 
to make some inroads with 
these groups if they want 
to take the White House in 
2016. 

Advocacy groups have 
been as loud as the Califor¬ 
nia protesters in calling for 
Cbama to act while they 
maintain pressure on House 
Republicans with protests 
and acts of civil disobedi¬ 
ence. 

“House Republicans ore 
infuriating, and legislation 
is the permanent solution, 
and we’re going to keep 
fighting for legislation. But 
that doesn’t let Cbama off 
the hook,” Frank Sharry, ex¬ 
ecutive director of Ameri¬ 
ca’s Voice, a pro-immi¬ 
grant group, said Tuesday. 

“He continues to be the 
president who presides 
over record deportation.” 
What angers the advoca¬ 
cy groups is that many of 
those deported are immi¬ 
grants who would qualify 
for legal status or citizenship 
under the Senate-passed 
legislation, which Cbama 
supports. 

Traveling with Cbama in 
California, a White House 
spokesman. Josh Earnest, 
did not rule out some sort 
of executive action. That 
possibility unnerves Re¬ 
publicans who point to 
Cbama's unilateral chang¬ 
es to the health care law, 
such as delaying some re¬ 
quirements and enrollment 
deadlines. □ 
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OJ lawyers promise more appeals for new trial 


KEN RITTER 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — A judge 
denied O.J. Simpson's bid 


for a new trial on on armed 
robbery and kidnapping 
conviction, ruling Wednes¬ 
day that the evidence is 
overwhelming that the for¬ 
mer football star “planned, 
organized and led" a 
group of armed men in 
a confrontation with two 
sports memorabilia dealers 
six years ago. 

Simpson had spent the 
last six months anxiously 
awaiting the ruling that he 
hoped would spring him 
from the medium-security 
prison where he has been 
jailed for five years. 

The football Hall of Fam- 
er based his appeal on 
claims of ineffective legal 
counsel. 

Simpson’s lawyers vowed 
Wednesday to keep ap¬ 
pealing for his freedom. 
“He was disappointed 
and disheartened, os was 
his family,” lawyer Patricia 
Palm said of Simpson's re¬ 
action to the news. “But 
we’re definitely not giving 
up." 

Simpson, 66, is serving nine 


to 33 years for his convic¬ 
tion on armed robbery, kid¬ 
napping and other charg¬ 
es. He was granted parole 


on some convictions in 
July, but still faces at least 
four more years in prison. 
Simpson was acquitted in 
1995 in the stabbing deaths 
of his ex-wife and her friend 
after one of the most sen¬ 
sational trials in U.S. history 
Simpson's next opportunity 
for freedom will be in an 
appeal to the Nevada Su¬ 
preme Court. 

His legal team planned to 
file a notice of appeal as 
early as next week with the 
state’s highest court. Palm 
said they're also preparing 
o federal court claim that 
Simpson's fair trial rights 
were violated. 

“He is looking forward to 
the appeal," Palm said. 
“We’re confident that 
when we get to the right 
court we’ll get relief be¬ 
cause he deserves relief.” 
The 101-page ruling by 
Clark County District Ccurt 
Judge Linda Marie Bell 
comes otter she held five 
days of hearings earlier 
this year on claims that 
Simpson's former lawyer 


botched his 2008 trial and 
appeals tc the Nevada 
Supreme Ccurt. The hear¬ 
ings included testimcny by 


Simpscn. 

In her crder released after 
business hcurs Tuesday, the 
judge ruled Simpscn “failed 
tc pinpcint significant er- 
rcrs that either alone or 
combined would hove 
changed the outcome of 
his case. Additionally, Mr. 
Simpson has failed to dem¬ 
onstrate significant errors 
from his appeal.” 

The lawyer who handled 
Simpson’s trial and ap¬ 
peals, Yale Galanter, fault¬ 
ed Simpson’s current ct- 
tcrneys far questicning his 
wcrk and said he felt vindi¬ 
cated. 

“In an effort to capture the 
spotlight, O.J.’s new legal 
team created a laundry 
list of falsehoods and at¬ 
tacked my reputcticn and 
integrity withcut ccntcct- 
ing me tc get the facts. 


review my files cr review 
any cf the dccumented 
evidence in the case," 
Galanter said. 

Bell faulted Galanter for 
collecting excessive fees 
frcm Simpscn and net hir¬ 
ing experts cr investigeters 
far his defense, and iden¬ 
tified other mistakes. But 
the judge said none would 
have made a difference in 
the cutceme. 

Simpscn, meanwhile, drew 
blame far asking men to 
bring guns during the 2007 
caper, then denying he 
knew anyone was armed, 
and for failing to follow his 
lawyer’s advice not to use 
force to obtain items he 
believed were his. 

“Mr. Simpson failed to dis¬ 
close a material fact, the 
use of guns, to Mr. Galant¬ 
er,” the judge scid.Q 



O.J. Simpson listens during an evidentiary hearing in Clark County District Court, in Las Vegas. A 
judge in Las Vegas rejected Simpson’s bid for a new trial this week, dashing the former football 
star’s bid for freedom based on the claim that his original lawyer botched his armed robbery and 
kidnapping trial in Los Vegas more than five years ago. 

(AP Photo/Julie Jacobson) 
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Ruling on US hot sauce factory raises job worries 


IRWINDALE, California (AP) 

— A judge has ordered 
a plant that produces 
the popular Sriracha chili 
sauce to stop emitting an¬ 
noying odors — o ruling that 
left some nearby residents 
worried about o possible 
loss of jobs at the factory. 
Judge Robert H. O'Brien on 
Tuesday ruled in favor of 
the city of Irwindole, where 
Sriracha recently relocat¬ 
ed, saying sauce maker 
Huy Fong Foods must stop 
any operations that could 
be causing the odors and 
moke unspecified chang¬ 
es to mitigate them. 

The company hod no im¬ 
mediate comment, but o 
few neighbors interviewed 
Wednesday dismissed the 
complaints and worried 
that jobs might be lost if the 
plant is forced to close. 

“I don’t wont it shut down 
because I think o lot of 
people will lose their jobs,” 
said Morto Torres, 47. “In 
two years it has never 
smelled os much os now, 
but I think it’s OK.” 


Torres said the smell wafts 
into her home late in the 
day in an area where 
many of her neighbors like 
to cook with spices. 

“It’s something you con 
deal with,” she said. “It 
doesn't bother us.” 
O’Brien’s injunction was 
issued in response to o 
lawsuit filed on Oct. 21 by 
Irwindole. It wasn’t imme¬ 
diately known if the food 
company plans to appeal. 
Phone messages left 
Wednesday by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press for Huy Fong 
Foods and its attorney 
were not immediately re¬ 
turned. 

The company has said 
there is no reason to close 
the plant now because 
harvest season and the 
subsequent grinding of 
red-hot jolopeno peppers 
— the key ingredient of the 
sauce — hove passed. 

As a result, the injunction 
might not hove on im¬ 
mediate impact on the 
company's production or 
America’s hot sauce sup¬ 


ply os Huy Fong continues 
its year-round mixing and 
bottling. 

The judge acknowledged 


there was o lock of cred¬ 
ible evidence linking com¬ 
plaints of breathing trouble 


and watery eyes to the 
factory. But he said for resi¬ 
dents the odor that could 
be reasonably inferred to 


be emanating from the fa¬ 
cility is “extremely annoy¬ 
ing, irritating and offensive 


to the senses warranting 
consideration as o public 
nuisance.” 

Some residents said living 
with the smell is bearable. 
Randall Acosta, 45, who 
lives in on apartment com¬ 
plex across the street from 
the factory, said the scent 
con be strong sometimes 
but it mokes him hungry. 
“Why ore people com¬ 
plaining about the chili 
smell when this is an in¬ 
dustrial area?” he asked. 
“There’s burning rubber 
down the street. There are 
other dangers in this city.” 
The lawsuit could still go 
to trial, but Irwindole of¬ 
ficials would like to see o 
settlement outside court 
and do not wont to shut 
down Sriracha altogether. 
City Attorney Fred Golonte 
told the Los Angeles Times 
(http://lat.ms/17SSD2h). 
“We’re going to try to keep 
having a conversation 
with Huy Fong,” he sold, 
and find o collaborative 
way to address the odor 
problem.Q 



This October 2013 photo shows the Huy Fong Foods factory 
that makes Sriracha chiii sauce in Irwindale, Calif. The maker 
of Sriracha hot sauce is under fire for allegedly fouling the air 
around its Southern California production site. A judge has 
ordered the plant to stop emitting annoying odors — o ruling 
that left some nearby residents worried about a possible loss of 
jobs at the factory. (AP Photo/Nick Ut) 


Dog-doo scofflaws get bagged through DNA testing 


RODRIQUE NGOWI 
Associated Press 
BRAINTREE, Massachusetts 
(AP) — Apartment and 
condo managers, dogged 
by complaints from those 
who’ve hove experienced 
the squishy and smelly sen¬ 
sation of stepping onto a 
pile of dog doo, ore turn¬ 
ing to DNA testing to iden¬ 
tity the culprits who don’t 
clean up otter their pets. 
It’s the latest twist in the 
long-running struggle to 
keep canine waste off 
lawns, hallways, elevators 
and other common areas 
of onimol-friendly commu¬ 
nity buildings. 

DNA monitoring has yield¬ 
ed immediate and dramat¬ 
ic results in the Massachu¬ 
setts condominium com¬ 
munity of Devon Wood, 


where maintenance staff 
previously reported see¬ 
ing, stepping into or driv¬ 
ing over several piles of 
droppings each week on 
its 350-acre (142-hectare) 
property. 

“We initially didn’t — for 
o better port of o month 
— didn’t find any waste, 
which just floored us,” said 
Barbara Konsky, who man¬ 
ages the 398-unit condo 
development in the town 
of Braintree that intro¬ 
duced DNA monitoring in 
July. 

Polite reminders, letters 
and notices hod previ¬ 
ously failed to convince er¬ 
rant pet owners to observe 
condo rules requiring them 
to clean up otter their ani¬ 
mals, Konsky said. There 
were problems even otter 


residents reported seeing 
others failing to pick up 
their dog’s messes. 

“We would coll or send o 
letter and that dog owner 
would soy: ‘Prove it,”’ Kcn- 
sky sold. 

So she searched online and 
found Knoxville, Tennes¬ 
see-based BioPet Vet Lob, 
which specializes in test¬ 
ing DNA from dog poop to 
identify offending animals. 
BioPet has beefed up its 
staff with more scientists 
to meet demand for what 
Eric Moyer, director of busi¬ 
ness development, colls “o 
booming, growing, new 
product,” and has started 
distributing throughout the 
U.S. and into Canada, Is¬ 
rael and Singapore in the 
post two years. 

The service, branded Poo- 


Prints, is o very simple, May¬ 
er sold. 

The first step is to register 
the DNA of oil dogs in the 
community by collecting 
samples of their cheek cells 
using o pair of sterile swobs, 
Moyer sold in on email. The 
second is to collect o sam¬ 
ple of feces and send it to 
the lob for matching. 

An attorney advised Kon- 
sky that condo trustees 
could enforce existing 
condo rules by requiring 
oil dog owners to submit 
their animals for collection 
of DNA samples. Dog own¬ 
ers paid o one-time fee of 
$59.95 for the initial DNA 
testing for the database. 
Subsequent lob tests of 
dog droppings that end up 
identifying the offending 
animal result in o $50 test¬ 


ing fee plus o $100 fine. 

So for, one resident dog 
has been identified os on 
offender. 

Kerry Weidner, o pet owner 
in Devon Wood, soys the 
service has transformed life 
at the sprawling complex. 
“We used to see dog poop 
almost every other day. 
You hod to worry about 
where you walk on the 
gross because there was 
dog poop, o lot of dif¬ 
ferent places,” Weidner 
sold. “Now, you don’t re¬ 
ally hove to worry about 
dog poop. You can walk 
where you wont, the gross 
is now ours again, we don’t 
hove to worry about it, and 
that’s just o great thing.” 
Now, Konsky sold, residents 
want her to solve another 
problem.Q 
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In sales quest, stores and online Amazon go head-to-head 


ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
MAE ANDERSON 
AP Retail Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — This holi¬ 
day season, it’s Amazon vs. 
everyone else. 

The online giant has at¬ 
tracted customers from the 
likes of Wal-Mart and Best 
Buy with low prices and 
convenient shipping. Now, 
physical stores are fighting 


said Danielle, 31, who lives 
in Washington, D.C. “I don't 
think so.” 

There's a lot at stake for 
both sides. Amazon has 
built a following, but wants 
to grow its business glob¬ 
ally. Meanwhile, brick-and- 
mortar retailers struggle to 
keep shoppers from using 
their stores as showrooms to 
test out and try on items be¬ 



A worker scans bar codes in the book warehouse area at the 
Amazon.com shipping and receiving facility in Fernley, Nev. 
Brick-and-mortar retailers like Wal-Mart and Best Buy for years 
have been contending with Amazon's ruthlessly low prices on¬ 
line. But this holiday season, they’re fighting back harder than 
ever before, matching online prices, opening up on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Day earlier than ever and ramping up shipping options. 

(AP Photo/Scott Sady) 

fore buying them cheaper 
on Amazon. 

The holiday season ups the 
ante. Both online and tra¬ 
ditional retailers can make 
up to 40 percent of their 
annual revenue in Novem¬ 
ber and December. And 
this year, they're compet¬ 
ing for the growing num¬ 
ber of shoppers who’re as 
comfortable buying online 
as in stores. 

Holiday sales are expected 
to rise 3.9 percent to $602.1 
billion, according to The 
National Retail Federation. 
Of that, about $78.7 billion 
is expected to be online, 
up 15 percent from last 
year, according to Forrest¬ 
er Research. 

Here’s how the fight is play¬ 


back and going head-to- 
head with Amazon as the 
contest for customers heats 
up during the busiest shop¬ 
ping period of the year. 
Stores are doing things like 
matching the lower prices 
on Amazon.com and offer¬ 
ing the same discounts in 
stores as on their web sites. 
For its part, Amazon is giv¬ 
ing customers the option 
to pick up items at physical 
locations and adding Sun¬ 
day delivery. 

The two sides are dueling 
over shoppers like Jessica 
Danielle, a speechwriter 
who plans to do the bulk of 
her Christmas shopping on 
Amazon. “All the time spent 
going to brick-and-mortar 
stores, is it worth my time?” 


ing out: 

PRICE WAR 

One of Amazon's biggest 
advantages is its low prices. 
It can charge less for every¬ 
thing from TVs to T-shirts be¬ 
cause it doesn’t have the 
high costs of running physi¬ 
cal locations. 

Last year, some retailers of¬ 
fered to match the lower 
prices that customers find 
on websites like Amazon 
during the holiday season. 
And this year, more have 
made this a policy head¬ 
ing into the holiday season. 
Electronics retailer Best Buy 


even is offering to refund 
the difference if a custom¬ 
er finds a lower price after 
they purchase something 
up until Christmas Eve. Sta¬ 
ples is among retailers also 
offering the same discounts 
online and in stores during 
big shopping days like the 
holiday known also Black 
Friday. “We want custom¬ 
ers to be able to shop how¬ 
ever they want and when¬ 
ever they want,” said Alison 
Corcoran, Staples senior 
vice president. 

SPEEDY DELIVERY 

Stores had long seen their 


physical locations as an al¬ 
batross, but now, a growing 
number are using them to 
their advantage. 
"Everybody was telling me 
... ‘these stores, that’s really 
a liability that you have,”’ 
said Hubert Joly, Best Buy’s 
CEO. “Absolutely not. It’s 
an asset that you have 
1,000 warehouses strategi¬ 
cally located close to the 
customers.” 

Best Buy is among the re¬ 
tailers using their locations 
as distribution hubs from 
which they can ship goods 
that customers’ order di¬ 
rectly to their homes. □ 



The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 


On behalf of all The Ladies and Gentlemen at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
I would like to thank you ARUBA for your wonderful support, dedication and all of your good wishes. 


Na nomber di tur e Damas y Caballeros di The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
Mi kier a gradici ARUBA pa tur e sosten, dedicacion y bunita mensahenan cu nos a ricibi. 


Un cordial saludos. 


Roberto Grisi 
General Manager 
The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 
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Dispute over immigration widens between Britain and EU 


ALAN COWELL 
© 2013 New York Times 
LONDON - A dispute be¬ 
tween Britain and the Eura- 
pean Union threatened to 
intensity Wednesday after 
Prime Minister David Cam¬ 
eron pledged to rewrite 
the rules governing im¬ 
migrants' access to state 
benefits ahead of a pos¬ 
sible influx of Romanians 
and Bulgarians under long¬ 
standing European proto¬ 
cols. 

Cameron also said he 
would seek changes to 
one of the fundamental 
principles of the 28-nation 


bloc - the free movement 
of people across its inter¬ 
nal frontiers - os part of ef¬ 
forts to negotiate what he 
called o “new settlement" 
with Europe. 

His remarks, seemingly 
meant to counter right- 
wing challenges at home 
and complaints within his 
own party ranks, drew o 
sharp riposte from o senior 
official in Brussels, who ac¬ 
cused Britain of “hysteria" 
and of unilateral actions 
and rhetoric that risked 
“presenting the U.K. as the 
kind of nasty country in the 
European Union.” 


“This is an unfortunate 
overreaction,” Laszio An- 
dor, the EU employment 
commissioner, told the 
BBC. “We hove been in 
dialogue with the British 
authorities in recent years. 
We always encouraged a 
fact-based debate about 
the current movement of 
workers and the implica¬ 
tions, and it seems it is not 
happening now.” 
Cameron’s remarks 

seemed likely to create 
new strains with the Euro¬ 
pean Union if the measures 
he proposes are seen as 
discriminatory. 


Romania and Bulgaria 
joined the European Union 
in 2007, but the access of 
their citizens to jobs and 
residence in some other 
countries was limited by o 
three-stage restriction that 
is to expire Dec. 31. 

“We are changing the rules 
so that no one con come 
to this country and expect 
to get out-of-work benefits 
immediately; we will not 
pay them for the first three 
months,” Cameron said in 
the article in The Financial 
Times. 

He also said that new im¬ 
migrants would not be 


able to claim help from 
the state for housing and 
that homeless immigrants 
would be deported. 

He added that employ¬ 
ers who paid less than the 
minimum wage could be 
fined the equivalent of up 
to $32,000. 

Cameron’s suggestions 
won support from the other 
party in the coalition, the 
Liberal Democrats, whose 
leader, Nick Clegg, called 
them “sensible and reason¬ 
able reforms to ensure that 
the right to work does not 
automatically mean the 
right to claim” benefits.Q 


Berlusconi officially expelled from Italian senate 


JIM YARDLEY 
© 2013 New York Times 
ROME - Having spent 
months manufacturing 
procedural delays or con¬ 
juring political melodra¬ 
ma, Silvio Berlusconi on 
Wednesday could no lon¬ 
ger stave off the inevita¬ 
ble: Italy’s senate stripped 
him of his parliamentary 
seat, a dramatic and hu¬ 
miliating expulsion, even as 
other troubles loom on his 
horizon. 

Berlusconi, 77, the once- 
powerful former prime 
minister, is now staring at 
a cascade of stubborn 
realities. His removal from 
the senate means that he 
is without elective office for 
the first time in roughly two 
decades and that he has 
lost the special immunities 
awarded to lawmakers. 
With other legal cases un¬ 
derway against him - and 
the possibility that new 
litigation could be filed - 
Berlusconi is now far more 
vulnerable fhan when, as 
prime minisfer, he seemed 
virtually untouchable, bat¬ 
ting away sex and corrup¬ 


tion scandals. A billionaire 
media mogul, he has been 
deeply concerned about 
the impact of his legal 
problems on his business 
interests. 

He also is expected to 
soon start performing one 
year of communify service 
for fhe fax fraud convic¬ 
tion that is the basis of his 
removal fram the senate. 
Moreover, a court in Milan 
has ruled that Berlusconi 
cannot seek any public of¬ 
fice for the next two years. 
For a man who once domi¬ 
nated Italy with a ribald 
swagger, Berlusconi is sud¬ 
denly a sharply reduced 
figure, having recently 
watched several longtime 
lieutenants break away 
fram him. 

Speaking before a large 
crawd af flag-waving sup¬ 
porters outside his Rome 
residence before the sen¬ 
ate vote a few blocks 
away, Berlusconi declared: 
“If is a bitfer day, a day of 
mourning for democracy.” 
Berlusconi’s undisputed 
reign as leader of Ifaly’s 
powerful center-right po¬ 


litical movement was dealt 
a crippling blow in July 
when the country’s high¬ 
est court upheld a prison 
term against him on the tax 


fraud convicfion. His effort 
to avoid expulsion from fhe 
Senafe was fatally under¬ 
mined earlier this month 


when his party’s unity rup¬ 
tured. 

Berlusconi’s longtime pro¬ 
tege, Angelino Alfano, an¬ 
nounced Nov. 15 that he 


and other former lieuten¬ 
ants would refuse fo join 
the former prime minisfer’s 
re-branded palitical party. 


Forza Italia (ar Ga Italy). In¬ 
stead, Alfano formed the 
New Center-Right, attract¬ 
ing many lawmakers in 
Parliament who had been 


committed to Berlusconi 
and eliminating the possi¬ 
bility he could beat an ex- 
pulsian vate.Q 



Former Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi at the Deerhurst Resort at Muskoka in Hunstviiie, 
Ontario, Canada. On Nov. 27, 2013, Itaiy's senate stripped the former prime minister of his 
pariiamentary seat, a dramatic and humiliating expulsion, even as other troubies ioom on 
Berlusconi's horizon. (Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 
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Hard-line Iranian lawmakers criticize Geneva deal 



Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, center, 
taiks with members of the pariiament as he arrives in Tehran, 
Iran, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013. Hard-line Iranian poiiticians 
pubiiciy criticized the deai reached in Geneva iast week over 
the Isiamic Repubiic’s nuciear program, an agreement that 
has iargeiy been weicomed by Iranians. 

(AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi) 


ALi AKBAR DAREiNI 
Associated Press 
TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — Hard¬ 
line Iranian lawmakers 
criticized a nuclear deal 
reached in Geneva last 
week, with one calling it a 
“poisoned chalice,” but a 
majority of deputies who 
spoke Wednesday in a par¬ 
liamentary hearing on the 
accord backed an initiative 
that appears to enjoy both 
wide public support and the 
endorsement of top clerics. 
Having signed the first-stage 
accord that curbs Iranian 
nuclear activity in exchange 
for limited relief from sanc¬ 
tions, President Hossan Rou- 
honi and his foreign minister 
Mohammad Javad Zorif 
now hove the task of trying 
to convince skeptics that 
they are not compromising 
on key issues of national sov¬ 
ereignty. 

Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei has publically 
supported nuclear nego¬ 


tiators and opposition to 
the deal seems limited, but 
opinion can shift quickly in 
Iran and Rouhoni’s task will 
become more delicate as 
the country moves toward a 
final accord six months from 
now. 


In the debate broadcast live 
on state radio, Zarif tried to 
deflect criticism by noting 
that some construction will 
continue at the planned 
Arak heavy water reactor, 
whose advancement was 
effectively frozen by the Ge¬ 


neva accord. 

Zorif pointed out the building 
projects would not involve 
areas covered by the deal, 
including the installation of 
new equipment or work to¬ 
ward making the reactor 
operational. But even minor 
progress at Arok could bring 
claims by Israel and other 
opponents of the deal that 
Iron is violating its rules and 
spirit. Heavy water reac¬ 
tors such os Arok produce a 
greater amount of byprod¬ 
uct plutonium, which can 
be used in nuclear weapons 
production if extracted by 
a special process. Iron has 
pledged not to pursue facili¬ 
ties that could separate the 
plutonium. 

Speaking Wednesday, State 
Department spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki stressed that Zorif 
specifically noted capacity 
at the Arak site is not going 
to increase. She said nothing 
Zorif said implied a violation 
of the agreement. 


“It means no nuclear fuel will 
be produced and no instal¬ 
lations will be installed, but 
construction will continue 
there,” she said. “We’re not 
sure exactly what he means 
by ‘construction,’” Psaki told 
reporters. “But there will be 
no work on the reactor itself, 
no work to prepare fuel for 
the reactor or do additional 
testing of the reactor.” 

For their port, Iranian hard¬ 
liners said that the deal 
placed overly sweeping re¬ 
strictions on the Islamic Re¬ 
public’s nuclear activities. 
Lawmaker Ruhollah Hos- 
seinian said the deal was 
so vogue and conditional 
that it may finally lead to a 
shutting down of Iran’s ura¬ 
nium enrichment program, 
which can lead to material 
used in nuclear weapons. 
Iron denies Western claims 
that it is pursuing weapons 
and says the enriched ura¬ 
nium is needed for peaceful 
purposes. □ 


Syria says won’t rescind power in peace taiks 


ALBERT AJI 
Associated Press 
DAMASCUS, Syria (AP) — 

The Syrian government 
said Wednesday it will par¬ 
ticipate in U.N.-sponsored 
peace talks aimed at end¬ 
ing the country’s civil war, 
but insisted that it is not go¬ 
ing to the conference to 
hand over power. 

The United Nations on Mon¬ 
day announced that the 
long-delayed peace talks 
will begin Jan. 22 in Ge¬ 
neva. The meeting, which 
would be the first face-to- 
face talks between Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad's gov¬ 
ernment and its opponents 
since the Syrian war be¬ 
gan, has raised hopes that 
a resolution to a conflict 
that activists say has killed 


more than 120,000 people 
could be within reach. 

In Tehran, the Iranian 
and Turkish foreign minis¬ 
ters called for a ceasefire 
as soon as possible, say¬ 
ing that a halt in fighting 
would enhance chances 
of peace talks succeed¬ 
ing. Even the most modest 
attempts to stop the war in 
Syria, now in its third year, 
hove failed. The two min¬ 
isters declined to give de¬ 
tails of the latest ceasefire 
efforts when they talked 
to reporters at a joint press 
conference Wednesday. 
The continued bloodletting 
is but one of huge hurdles 
that remains ahead of 
talks. There is also no deci¬ 
sion on the full list of partici¬ 
pants. 


The main Western-backed 
Syrian opposition group 
has said it is ready to at¬ 
tend, but wants the gov¬ 
ernment to establish hu¬ 
manitarian corridors and 
release political prisoners 
as a confidence-building 
measure before it makes a 
final decision. 

In a statement Wednes¬ 
day, Syria’s Foreign Ministry 
confirmed the government 
will attend, saying Assad 
will send an official delega¬ 
tion to the Geneva confer¬ 
ence. The ministry stressed 
that the representatives 
“will be going to Geneva 
not to hand over power 
to anyone" but to meet 
with those “who support a 
political solution for Syria’s 
future.’’□ 
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TONIGHT’S 

FEATURE 


MENU 


APPETIZERS 

Crab Fritters 

Piquant dumplings of lump crabmeat 
deep-fried and served with island stewed vegetable 
greens and grain mustard cream 


$10.50 


ENTREES 
Blackened Cobia $29.50 

Ocean-raised cobia fillet blackened and presented with 

sweet potato,asparagus, and sweet and spicy red pepper comote 


Salmon Sashimi and Spicy Tuna $12.50 

Fresh Atlantic salmon fillet sliced raw and paired with 
panca-dressed tuna tartare, presented with wakame salad 
and sweet and spicy red pepper compote 

Steamed Dumplings and Prawns $14.50 

Lobster and salmon wrapped in wonton skins and steamed 
with jumbo prawns, bok choy, and seasame-soy sauce 


Roast Turkey $26.50 

Served with cabbage-walnut stuffing, potato-zucchini roll, 
jardinere vegetables, and fresh cranberry compote 


Dessert 
Sweet Potato Tart 
With coffee-rum drizzel 


$6.50 


A 15% service charge and 1 1.5% government tax will be added 


Wine Suggestion $50.00 

Wente Vineyards Riva Ranch 
Arroyo Seco Monterey 2011 
A rich forthcoming bouquet of vonillo, 
honey, and apple tones. 

www.aqua-grill.com 
CALL FOR RESERVATION: 586-5900 


Auto sales boom spawns a used car market in China 


Second hand cars are displayed at the Guangjun Used Auto Market in the southern Chinese city 
of Guangzhou. Explosive growth that transformed China into the world’s biggest market for new 
cars is giving life to a new industry, secondhand autos. The challenge now is to develop a modern 
secondhand market in China, where most deals are done at big trading halls like the Guangjun 
market. 

(AP Photo/Kelvin Chan) 

KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 

GUANGZHOU, China (AP) — As car enthusiasts converge on the annual Guangzhou 
auto show, few have anything except a shiny new set of wheels in mind. But explosive 


growth that transformed 
China into the world’s larg¬ 
est auto market is also giv¬ 
ing life to a new industry 
here: used cars. Chinese 
started buying new cars in 
huge numbers about four 
years ago, about the aver¬ 
age length of time analysts 
soy drivers will stick with a 
vehicle before trading it 
in for a fresh model. The 
secondhand market is al¬ 
ready taking off, with sales 
growth last year outpac¬ 
ing that for new vehicles. 
By volume it is still dwarfed 
by new cars, which outsold 
used vehicles three to one. 
In countries such os the 
U.S., that ratio is reversed, 
highlighting the second¬ 
hand market’s vast poten¬ 
tial to moke car ownership 
affordable for millions more 
Chinese. The challenge in 
China is to develop a mod¬ 
ern market for second¬ 
hand autos. The business is 
dominated by thousands 


Thailand cuts rates amid political strife 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thai¬ 
land’s central bank unex¬ 
pectedly lowered the cost 
of credit Wednesday as es¬ 
calating protests to topple 
the government odd to 
pressure on the economy. 
The Bank of Thailand said 
it lowered its policy interest 
rate by a quarter percent¬ 
age point to 2.25 percent, 
hoping to stimulate lend¬ 
ing and investment. 
Flag-waving 

protesters vowing to topple 
Prime Minister Yingluck Shi- 
nawatra took to the streets 
of Bangkok for a fourth 
straight day Wednesday. 
They ore threatening to 



Anti-government protesters march to the Industry Ministry in 
Bangkok, Thaiiand, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013. Protesters vow¬ 
ing to topple Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra took to the 
streets for a fourth straight day on Wednesday, declaring they 
wouid take over “every ministry” of the government. 

(AP Photo/Sakchai Lalit) 


occupy every government 
ministry after invading the 
Ministry of 

Finance and turning it into 
an ad-hoc protest head¬ 
quarters. 

The central bank said in 
a statement that the "on¬ 
going political situation” 
could compound exist¬ 
ing weaknesses in South¬ 
east Asia's second-largest 
economy. 

Business confidence is frag¬ 
ile and government plans 
for $69.5 billion of spending 
on high speed roil and oth¬ 
er transport infrastructure 
hove been delayed by le¬ 
gal challenges. □ 


of small trading compa¬ 
nies that operate out of 
big trading halls or open 
air markets on city out¬ 
skirts. Vehicles are sold tax 
free and ownership con 
be transferred in a day but 
quality and fair pricing con 
be uncertain. By some esti¬ 
mates, four in five used car 
transactions take place at 
these markets. For foreign 
automakers, “the used car 
business in China is very 
different to anything that 
you would recognize in the 
Western world,” said Marin 
Burela, president of Chan- 
gan Ford, the U.S. com¬ 
pany's China joint venture. 
Global automakers have 
been slow to add used car 
sales at dealerships but are 
now racing to expand into 
the business, which will di¬ 
versify their revenue and 
help build brand loyalty. 
Liu Yu-chen, a 28-year-old 
snack food entrepreneur, 
plans to buy his first sec¬ 
ond-hand car after owning 
a series of new vehicles, 
the latest a Toyota Prado 
SUV bought in August. “Af¬ 
ter conducting a good in¬ 
spection, you just need to 
figure out whether the car 
appears to have been in 
any accidents,” said Liu 
as he browsed vehicles at 
Guangzhou's Guangjun 
Used Car Market, which 
houses dozens of small 
auto trading companies. 
He is budgeting up to 1 
million renminbi ($164,000) 
for a used Land Rover and 
doesn'f consider the price 
tag high. Luxury autos tend 
to be more expensive in 
China because of taxes 
and foreign automakers 
pushing the limits of whaf 
they con charge.Q 
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Dominican offlciais cancel meeting with Haiti 


EZEQUIEL ABIU LOPEZ 
Associated Press 
SANTO DOMINGO, Domini¬ 
can Republic (AP) — The 

Dominican Republic an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that 
it would no longer meet 
with Haitian otficials to talk 
about a court ruling that 
could strip citizenship from 
those born to migrants liv¬ 
ing in the country illegally. 
The decision comes a day 
after the Caribbean Com¬ 
munity criticized the ruling 
and said it would defer a 
Dominican request to be¬ 
come a member of the 
trade bloc. Dominican 
Presidential Minister Gus- 


1 



Marie Matte Mayan 26 , sleeps on the floor with her twins, Maude- 
line and Maudena Pierre in a shelter after being deported by 
Dominican Republic authorities, in Croix-des-Bouquets, Haiti. 

(AP Photo/Dieu Nalio Chery) 


Bahamas, Coast Guard continue migrant search 


MIAMI (AP) — The U.S. 

Coast Guard found a man 
Wednesday who survived 
the deadly capsizing of a 
boat packed with migrants 
in the Bahamas as a search 
continued for survivors or 
more bodies. 

A crew from a U.S. Coast 
Guard helicopter spotted 
the survivor on a small is¬ 
land northeast of Green 
Cay, about 10 miles from 
where a sailboat with 
about 150 Haitian migrants 
on board ran aground and 
capsized on Monday night, 
officials said. 

The man was turned over to 
Bahamian authorities, who 
are conducting a criminal 
investigation into the smug¬ 
gling voyage that officials 
believe resulted in about 
30 deaths. So far, 10 bod¬ 


ies have been recovered 
and approximately 15-20 
bodies have been spotted 
from the air, said Lt. Origin 
Deleveaux of the Royal Ba¬ 
hamas Defense Force. 

The 40-foot sailboat cap¬ 
sized in the Exuma chain in 
an area dotted with reefs, 
rocks, tiny islands and wa¬ 
ter that is too shallow in 
many places for the RBDF 
vessels, making it difficult 
to find and recover bodies, 
Deleveaux said. 

“These are dangerous wa¬ 
ters, unnavigable waters," 
he said. 

“They take this route be¬ 
cause they realize it is an 
area we can’t navigate in 
our vessels.” 

The sailboat capsized near 
Harvey Cays, about 70 
miles (112 kilometers) south¬ 


east of New Providence, 
the island that includes the 
capital of Nassau. □ 


tavo Montalvo said the 
government canceled 
a meeting scheduled for 
Saturday in Venezuela be¬ 
cause it feels Haiti violated 
an earlier agreement to 
prioritize bilateral dialogue 
in the case. “Haiti has cho¬ 
sen to take another road 
and that puts an end to our 
conversations at this time," 
he said in a statement. □ 
Montalvo did not com¬ 
ment further. 

Meanwhile, Jose Ramon 
Fadul, president of fhe 
Dominican Republic's Na¬ 
tional Migration Council, 
accused Caricom of inter¬ 
ference and retaliation. 
Haiti President Michel Mar- 
telly had attended Cari- 
com’s meeting and said 
he was supposed to meet 
with Dominican officials 
by week’s end, noting he 


wanted to see concrete 
action taken. 

The rise in tensions between 
the two countries that share 
the island of Hispaniola 
comes as more than 350 
Haitians and people of Hai¬ 
tian descent were expelled 
or volunteered to leave the 
Dominican Republic. The 
exodus followed the killing 
of an elderly Dominican 
couple during an apparent 
burglary near the border, 
and the subsequent slaying 
of a Haitian man by a mob 
of Dominicans. 

Salim Succar, an adviser to 
Haiti Prime Minister Laurent 
Lamothe, said he deeply 
regrets the Dominican gov¬ 
ernment’s decision. 

“We remain very open and 
committed to discuss deci¬ 
sions that affect both our 
nations," he said. □ 
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Problems pile up in Asia for US 


M. PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 
BEIJING/WASHINGTON 
(AP) — While the Obama 
administratian is mak¬ 
ing diplamatic pragress 
an some of the Mideast’s 
thorniest security issues, 
problems are piling up in 
Asia, a region that Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama had 
wanted to play a bigger 
part in American foreign 
policy. 


contrition from Tokyo for 
Japan’s use of Korean sex 
slaves in World War II. 

That complicates the 
strategic picture for the 
Obama administration as 
it looks to advance its so- 
called pivot to Asia and 
strengthen not just its own 
alliances, but get its part¬ 
ners in the region to col¬ 
laborate more. 

“The region is moving in o 
very problematic direc¬ 


Vice President Joe Biden 
will broach these issues 
when he travels to Japan, 
China and South Korea 
next week — a trip to dem¬ 
onstrate that the top level 
of the administration re¬ 
mains focused on Asia. 

The administration said 
that in Beijing, Biden will 
meet with Chinese lead¬ 
ers including President Xi 
Jinping and will voice con¬ 
cern about what it calls 



Computer screens display a map showing the outline ot China’s new air defense zone in the East 
China on the website of the Chinese Ministry of Defense, in Beijing. While the Obama administra¬ 
tion is making diplomatic progress on some of the Mideast’s thorniest security issues, problems 
are piling up for the US in Asia. 

(AP Photo/Ng Han Guan) 


Despite efforts to forge 
deeper ties with China to 
moke East Asia more sta¬ 
ble, Beijing’s declaration 
of a maritime air defense 
zone has escalated its ter¬ 
ritorial dispute with U.S. ally 
Japan. 

The U.S. responded by fly¬ 
ing B-52 bombers through 
the zone on a training mis¬ 
sion Tuesday without in¬ 
forming Beijing. 

Analysts say the risk of a 
military clash between the 
Asian powers has gone up 
a notch — a serious con¬ 
cern for the U.S. because 
its treaty obligations mean 
it could be drawn in to help 
Japan. 

Meantime, relations be¬ 
tween America’s core al¬ 
lies in the region, Japan 
and South Korea, have 
deteriorated. South Ko¬ 
rea is bitter over Japan’s 
attitude toward its colo¬ 
nial past and wants more 


tion,” said Evans Revere, a 
former senior U.S. diplomat 
and East Asia specialist. 
“That’s the result of territo¬ 
rial disputes, historical is¬ 
sues, long-standing rivalries 
and the inability of coun¬ 
tries to put history behind 
them and move forward in 
improving relations." 
Adding to this witches’ 
brew of bickering in the re¬ 
gion, Washington is grap¬ 
pling with the threat posed 
by an unpredictable North 
Korea. The deal the U.S. 
orchestrated with Iran to 
temporarily freeze its nu¬ 
clear program, despite 
three decades of animos¬ 
ity, is a stark reminder of 
the impasse in negotiations 
with Pyongyang. 

Unlike Iran, North Korea al¬ 
ready has a nuclear bomb, 
and there’s worrying evi¬ 
dence it is pressing ahead 
with weapons develop¬ 
ment. 


an emerging pattern of 
behavior by China that is 
unsettling to its neighbors. 
The vice president will also 
make clear the firm U.S. 
commitment to its allies 
and its desire for a lowering 
of tensions between China 
and Japan, the world’s 
second- and third-largest 
economies. 

Secretary of State John 
Kerry hasn’t neglected the 
region, but his primary fo¬ 
cus is on the Mideast and 
is likely to remain that way 
as he strives for the distant 
goals of an end to Syria’s 
civil war, peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians, 
and a comprehensive nu¬ 
clear agreement with Iran 
after the current pact ex¬ 
pires in six months. 

U.S. domestic woes have 
contributed to a narrative 
that Asia is a secondary 
concern to the administra¬ 
tion. □ 



US says working with Cuba 
to solve new banking issue 

PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — Washington said Wednesday it is active¬ 
ly working with Cuba to find a new financial institution to 
handle its diplomatic accounts in the United States, after 
the Caribbean nation announced that a banking cutoff 
had forced it to halt nearly all U.S. consular services just 
ahead of the holiday high season for travel. 

The U.S. State Department said in on emailed commu¬ 
nique that the U.S. bonk that hod handled Cuba’s ac¬ 
counts severed the relationship due to a “business deci¬ 
sion,” and that the government does not have the power 
to interfere or order any bank to handle a foreign mis¬ 
sion’s account. 

It added that Cuba’s situation is not unique, saying the 
closure of embassy accounts can hurt operations at oth¬ 
er diplomatic outposts. 

“The U.S. government seeks to help foreign missions in 
the United States that have trouble obtaining banking 
services,” the State Department said, “while ensuring the 
continued security of the U.S. financial system including 
through appropriate regulatory oversight.” 

“We would like to see the Cuban missions return to full 
operations." 

On Tuesday, Cuba stopped providing almost all consular 
services including passport and visa processing at both 
the Cuban Interests Section in Washington and its Perma¬ 
nent Mission to the United Nations in New York. 

It blamed the 51-year-old U.S. embargo, which outlaws 
most financial transactions with the Communist-run coun¬ 
try, for its banking difficulties. Havana said it had tried un¬ 
successfully to move its accounts to multiple other banks, 
and expressed regret for the “negative impact” that 
slashing consular services will have for people planning 
trips to the island. 

Analyst Emilio Morales of the U.S.-based Havana Consult¬ 
ing Group told The Associated Press that an estimated 
557,000 U.S. travelers will visit the island this year carrying 
about $2 billion, a huge boon for individual families and 
the broader economy. 

Most are Cuban-Americans who bring cash to relatives, 
and there are also smaller numbers of visitors on academ¬ 
ic, religious and “people-to-people” cultural exchanges. 
All are legal under embargo rules, and the year-end holi¬ 
days see a big bump in Cuba travel. 

“If there is no prompt solution to the measures taken by 
the government of Cuba on the suspension of consular 
services... the Cuban people could be severely harmed 
economically by their relatives being unable to travel,” 
Morales said. “It would also mean million-dollar losses for 
agencies that sell airline tickets and for the Cuban gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Morales projected that each month of delay could cost 
$158 million in lost remittances and $23 million in losses for 
travel companies. 

Two travel operators told AP that all their clients for the 
next month already have their paperwork in order, so 
they’re not worried about missing out on the holiday bo¬ 
nanza. 

“Everybody is panicking, of course, because people who 
have pending trips are nervous," said Tessie Aral, presi¬ 
dent of ABC Charters, which runs flights to Cuba. But “as 
far as I’m concerned, with the customers I have, we’re 
not going to have a major impact in December.” 

Tom Popper, director of tour operator Insight Cuba, is 
continuing to book tours and said he’s optimistic that 
a solution will be found. He said finding a bonk for the 
Cuban missions would be ideal, but the country could 
also issue tourist cards at the point of entry as happens in 
many other nations.^ 



















Prepare for the holidays at 
Palais Hindu Christmas World! 



EAGLE - What's new and 
turning heads at Palais 
Hindu Christmas World this 
year? As December draws 
closer, excitement builds 
for that time of year when 
families gather to deco¬ 
rate their tree, pulling glit¬ 
tering ornaments, ribbons 
and endless strings of flash¬ 
ing lights out of boxes. 

The biggest question dur¬ 
ing our favorite festive sea¬ 
son is: “What should I do 
this year?" If you’re look¬ 
ing for inspiration, come 
on over to Palais Hindu 
and let us do what we do 
best: take you on o journey 
through the season’s hot¬ 
test trends to create o tree 
that’s uniquely yours. 

So strop yourself in and pre¬ 
pare to take o seriously fun 
journey through Christmas 
World where this season’s 
colors and themes ore in 
full evidence. Prepare for 
o trip that will take you to 
the “Eiffel Tower” in France, 
then oil the way to Japan 
for “Sushi" with o stop at 
“The Buddha” from Thai¬ 
land. 

According to the style gu¬ 
rus, emerald is this season’s 
colour, and the peacock, 
among the trendies! icons 
for 2013. Taking our cue 
from this, we’ve created o 
tree that combines some 


of our most extravagant 
and exotic ornaments. 
Poinsettios with peacock 
eyes painted on them and 
blue rhinestoned butterflies 
ore nestled among glit¬ 
tered peacock and emer¬ 
ald green ferns on this tree. 
Multiple strands of match¬ 
ing ribbon, gold-flecked 
snowflakes and textured 
bolls in royal blue complete 
the look. Stunning, if we 
may soy so ourselves! 
Though glitter and shine 
may be the choice of 
many, some of our custom¬ 
ers prefer o more natural 
look. Among the year’s 
hottest trees is “All Things 
Natural" - also our most 
popular and most visited 
tree, and our Custom¬ 
ers Choice this year. “All 
Things Natural” is home to 
natural burlap snowmen, 
poinsettios, wooden owls 
and stars, jute teddy bears 
and felt gingerbread men. 
Bright red berries and poin- 
settios stand out beautifully 
against this natural back¬ 
drop. Hands down our fa¬ 
vorite tree this Christmas! 
Every year Palais Hindu 
does specialty trees. Be¬ 
sides these, we always pay 
tribute to Aruba, Carni¬ 
val and Kids. This year, our 
Parrot tree pays tribute to 
the tropical island we call 


home. 

We all have boxes of spe¬ 
cial ornaments, the ones 
that bring to mind the most 
precious times in our lives. 
Newly-weds can begin 
their collection with a selec¬ 
tion of “Our First Christmas” 
ornaments that highlight 
our Purple tree. This tree is 
aptly surrounded by me¬ 
tallic silver poinsettias and 
pearl hearts. Exotic orchids 
in trend-setting purple fall 
gently from the boughs of 
this tree, imbuing it with a 
bit of tropical magic and 
vibrance. 

Quite apart from newly¬ 
weds, fashion lovers will 
delight in our mix of purple, 
silver, black and white. 
What would Christmas be 
without white? Our 12-foot 
tall tree is positively brim¬ 
ming with feathered an¬ 
gels, snowflakes, glittery 
picks, silver and white glass 
balls, crystal drops and el¬ 
egant white birds. Look 
also for a very special clear 
glass ball filled with falling 
snowflakes. 

At Palais Hindu, we have 
all of this AND SO MUCH 
MORE! We have over 35 
trees displaying some of the 
exciting possibilities for this 
Christmas season. Do stop 
by and take a look. We’d 
love to help you find the 


perfect tree or ornaments 
to express what Christmas 
means to you. And if we 
have a ball while we’re at 


it, well, that’s just the way 
we do things at Palais Hin¬ 
du Christmas World. 

Merry ChristmasO 
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Colleagues celebrate the season early, at Amazonia Churrascaria! 




PALM BEACH - Colleagues 
from the Westin Aruba Re¬ 
sort got together over de¬ 
licious food and drink at 
Amazonia Churrascaria. 
With the beginning of the 
high season, they took 
some time out to recharge 
and enjoy each other’s 
company, says Marina 
Stamper, enjoying unlim¬ 
ited amounts of grilled 
meats, served by friendly 
carvers table-side, accom¬ 
panied by a fresh and var¬ 
ied salad bar. 

During the next weeks 
a great number of small 
and large groups will be 
making a pilgrimage to 
Amazonia Churrascaria 
to celebrate the holidays 
for variety of personal 
and business events. Din¬ 
ner guests may choose 
from packages starting at 
a very reasonable charge 
per person, which will sat- 
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isfy everyone, from kids to 
adults, and from meat lov¬ 
ers to vegetarians. 

All packages include un¬ 
limited trips to the extrava¬ 
gant 52-item fresh seasonal 
salad bar, as well as unlim¬ 
ited visits from the roaming 
gauchos, who serve up 
different cuts of fire-roast¬ 
ed beef, pork, lamb and 
chicken. All of this accom¬ 


panied by the restaurant’s 
popular side dishes and 
sauces, and topped off 
with decadent desserts. 
Make sure you reserve 
your holiday celebration 
at Amazonia in advance. 
For more information or 
reservations, please call 
586-4444, or send an email 
to Julie@amazonia-aruba. 
com.Q 


“ARUBA HELPS THE PHILIPPINES” 


ORANJESTAD - Ami Hen- 
riquez-Mendez, the honor¬ 
ary Consul General of the 
Philippine Consulate of 
Aruba is inviting the public 
for a Radio/Telethon fund¬ 
raising event on Sunday, 
December 1st in Linear 
Park from 12noon-6pm. 

This fundraising is to help 
the victims & their fami¬ 
lies during the earthquake 
& typhoon disaster that 
claimed 6000 registered 
deaths & a million home¬ 
less inhabitants in the Phil¬ 
ippines 3 weeks ago. 

There will be plenty of food 
/desserts & T-shirts sale, 7 
Rock Bands for a concert, 
performances of local & 
Filipino artists, dances & 
other presentations. 

To those that would like 
to donate some food & 
items to sale as donations - 
please call at 586-5766. We 
have available tents for us¬ 
age. 

The official event is called 
“ARUBA HELPS THE PHILIP¬ 
PINES” and the public can 
deposit at CMB # 62558205 
or Banco di Caribe # 
82272501 under the same 
name. All donations will be 


audited by Price Water- 
house Cooper. 

A special mass will be held 
at Sta. Filomena Church 
in Paradera on Saturday, 
Nov. 30 at 7pm. Fr. Toti will 



officiate the mass. 

We would like to thank 
DOW, SETAR, SERLIMAR, 
TOTAL SERVICES, Press, Ra¬ 
dio Stations & TV, Western 
Union, Eva’s Arubiana, 
Tropical Bottling, Andina 
Ice, Hopi Bon Grill for the 
extra efforts to make this 
event a possibility. We 
know there will be more to 
be mentioned. 

Please come and donate 
for a good cause. No little 
help is too small, every¬ 
thing counts for them to 
get started & to give them 
HOPE. 

Maraming Salamat.Q 
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Associates 



glean helpful tips during Health Week at Westin 



PALM BEACH -Last week, 
the Westin Resort & Ca¬ 
sino, Aruba hosted a 
menu of activities and ex¬ 
pos for oil associates and 


managers during Health 
Week, an annual event 
coordinated by the Hu¬ 
man Resources depart¬ 
ment. Healthy lunches 


and menu ideas utilizing 
SuperFoods Rx were in¬ 
troduced, as well as fit¬ 
ness seminars, and a fun 
run/walk—all parf of a full 


week's agenda encour¬ 
aging associates to incor¬ 
porate healthy lifestyle 
choices into their every¬ 
day routine.Q 
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Lions can’t wait to wipe away memory of bad ioss 


To the Detroit Lions, the 
four-day turnaround be¬ 
tween NFL games this 
week is a good thing. 

With the division rivals the 
Green Bay Packers com¬ 
ing to town on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing Thursday, the Lions can 
quickly wash away the 
taste of their worst defeat 
of the season. The Lions’ 

24-21 loss to the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers on Sun¬ 
day was their second in a 
row since taking over sole 
possession of first place in 
the NFC North. The Lions 
are now tied atop the di¬ 
vision with Chicago. “We 
all need to remind our¬ 
selves there’s five games 
remaining, and we’re in 
first place,” coach Jim 
Schwartz said. “We need 
to conduct ourselves ac¬ 
cordingly, and we can’t 
worry what happened 
last week, we can’t worry 
about what happened 
yesterday. We need to 
worry about what’s going 
to happen in the future. I 
like our team’s mindset.” 

As soon as Sunday’s game 
ended, some players were 

already eager to move on Detroit Lions tight end Joseph Fourio (80), detended by Tampa Bay Buccaneers tree safety Dashon 
to the Packers. Goidson (38), catches a 10-yard reception for a touchdown during the first haif of an NFL footbaii 

“We had a ton of mistakes 9°*"®Detroit, Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013. 



and we had a chance to 
win,” receiver Nate Burle¬ 
son said. “Be mad about 
that, but we’ve got a 
chance to win the division. 
There’s so much more to 
be happy about than to 
be overly frustrated.” 

The Lions have lost nine 
in a row on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing. Detroit’s last victory 
on Thanksgiving was in 
2003 — against the Pack¬ 
ers. Matt Flynn looks set 
to carry on as the Pack¬ 
ers quarterback, four days 
after helping them come 
back from a 16-point defi¬ 
cit in the fourth quarter to 
tie the Minnesota Vikings 
26-26 in overtime. Flynn is 
the team’s fourth quarter¬ 
back this month, and third 
replacement since Aaron 
Rodgers broke his hand on 
Nov. 4. Green Bay, with a 
5-2 record at the time, has 
been winless since then. 
Working in Flynn’s favor is 
he’s familiar with the Pack¬ 
ers’ system after having 
been drafted by the team 
in 2008 and serving as Rod¬ 
gers’ backup for four sea¬ 
sons before leaving as a 
free agent in 2012 . 

Continued on Page 20 


Stars score 3 in 53 seconds 
in win over Ducks 


STEPHEN HAWKINS 
AP Sports Writer 
DALLAS (AP) — Cody Ba¬ 
kin, Stephane Robidas and 
Ryan Garbutt scored in a 
53-second span of the third 
period as the Dallas Stars 
beat the Pacific Division 
leading Anaheim Ducks 
6-3 on Tuesday for their 
first home win in more than 
month.The Stars trailed 2-1 
before the three-goal flurry 
against Jonas Hiller. An¬ 
toine Roussel scored twice 
for Dallas, and Alex Chias- 


son added an empty-net 
goal in the final minute. 
Bakin’s sixth goal of the sea¬ 
son leveled it 2-2 with 14:35 
left. Only 25 seconds later, 
Robidas was between the 
circles when he scored his 
fourth of the season. 
Garbutt then gathered a 
loose puck and scored with 
a backhanded swipe with 
13:42 left to make it 4-2. 
Roussel was in the crease 
when he netted his sec¬ 
ond goal with just under 8 
minutes left. Hiller quickly 


argued with the referee to 
no avail, trying to get an in¬ 
terference call. 

Dan Bills stopped 28 shots, 
winning for only the second 
time in seven games. Dal¬ 
las had been 0 - 2-2 at home 
since a 5-1 victory over Cal¬ 
gary on Oct. 24. 

Bmerson Etem, Nick Bonino 
and Dustin Penner scored 
for the Ducks, who are 10- 
4-3 in their last 17 games. 
Penner’s tally was a power- 
play goal with 6'/2 minutes 
left.Q 



Dallas Stars left wing Ryan Garbutt (16) scores on Anaheim 
Ducks goalie Jonas Hiller (1) during the third period of an NHL 
hockey game in Dallas, Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2013. Dallas won the 
game 6-3. 

Associated Press 
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NFL upholds suspension of Titans safety on appeal 



Oakland Raiders tight end AAychai Rivera (81) loses his heimet after being hit by Tennessee Titans 
free safety AAichaei Griffin during the second quarter of an NFL football game In Oakland, Calif., 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 2013. 


TERESA M. WALKER 
AP Sports Writer 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— The NFL has upheld the 
one-game suspension of 
Titans safety Michael Griffin 
as a repeat offender of the 
league's rules prohibiting 
hits to the head and neck 
area of defenseless players. 
Appeals officer Matt Birk 
upheld the suspension 
Tuesday after Griffin 
appealed the punishment 
that will keep him out 
of Sunday's gome at 
Indianapolis. 

Griffin was flagged for 
unnecessary roughness in 
the second quarter of a 23- 
19 win Sunday for a hit on 
Oakland fight end Mychal 
Rivera. He went low, 
hitting Rivera as the player 
went to the ground offer 
attempting a catch. If was 
Griffin's second violation 
this season and fourth since 
2011 . 

The suspension will cost 
Griffin $205,882.35 of his 


$3.5 million base pay this 
season, and he is prohibited 
from any football activities 
until Monday. 

Griffin was fined $21,000 for 
hitting Jets receiverSfephen 
Hill high while blocking after 
an interception Sept. 29. 

The NFL also fined Griffin 
$21,000 last season for a 
helmef-fo-helmef hif on 
Minnesofa receiver Michael 
Jenkins lasf season, and the 
safefy was fined $7,500 for 
a lafe hif in fhe head area 
wifh his helmef in a game 
at Carolina in November 
2011. 

The timing isn’t good for fhe 
Titans (5-6) who currently 
sit in fhe AFC’s sixth and 
final playoff spot after only 
their second win in fhe past 
seven games. They frail 
Indianapolis by two games 
in fhe AFC South going info 
Sunday’s game. 

This will be only fhe second 
game Griffin, a two-time 
Pro Bowl safefy, has missed 


since being a first-round 
draff pick in 2007. He has 
started 99 of his 106 games 


played in his career. 

Rivera, a rookie out of fhe 
University of Tennessee, 


Associated Press 

had his helmef knocked off 
in fhe collision and did not 
return to fhe game.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your piate!” 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 





ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 



Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Biue Mariin Reiease Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
WWW. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 
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Afflalo, Magic end road skid, 109-92 over Hawks 



Orlando Magic point guard Jameer Nelson (14) looks to pass 
os he goes up in the lane against the Atlanta Hawks during the 
second holt of on NBA basketball gome on Tuesday, Nov. 26, 
2013, in Atlanta. Orlando won 109-92. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — Arron 
Afflalo scored 26 points, 
Victor Olodipo and An¬ 
drew Nicholson added 
18 apiece os the Orlando 
Magic snapped a 17- 
game road losing streak 
with a 109-92 victory over 
the Atlanta Hawks on Tues¬ 
day. NBA Capsules 
Al Horford and Jeff Teague 
each finished with 15 
points for the Hawks, who 
lost consecutive games for 
the first time this season. 
The Magic began the 
night having lost four 
straight overall and five in 
a row on the road. They 
won away from Orlando 
for the first time since last 
March 4 at New Orleans. 
Nikola Vucevic grabbed 
15 rebounds, Jameer Nel¬ 
son had 10 assists, and the 
Magic got a combined 30 
points from Nicholson and 
E’Twaun Moore off the 
bench.The Hawks never 
led after Afflalo’s 3-pointer 
put the Magic ahead 67- 
65 with 5:09 left in the third. 
WIZARDS 116, LAKERS 111 
WASHINGTON (AP) — John 
Wall stayed hot with 31 
points and nine assists, 
Nene had a career high 30 
as Washington broke Los 
Angeles' three-game win¬ 
ning streak. 

Wall scored more than 30 
points for the third straight 


game for the first time 
in his career, with his 13 
fourth-quarter points com¬ 
ing in the final 4:40 to help 


Washington hold off Los 
Angeles. Wall was 10 for 18 
from the field and made 
11 of 12 free throws. Nene 


surpassed his previous ca¬ 
reer best by two points on 
13-for-22 shooting from 
the field. Martell Webster 
added 20 points with four 
3-pointers. 

Jordan Farmar led the Lak¬ 
ers with 22 and Pau Gasol 
had 17. 

NETS 102, RAPTORS 100 
TORONTO (AP) — Andray 
Blatche scored 24 points, 
Joe Johnson had 21 as 
Brooklyn snapped a five- 
game losing streak by 
beating Toronto. 

Paul Pierce scored 16 
points and Kevin Garnett 
had 12 as the Nets won for 
the first time since beating 
Phoenix on Nov. 15. 
Brooklyn won for just the 
third time in its past nine 
games in Canada, getting 
the victory despite play¬ 
ing without guard Deron 
Williams and center Brook 
Lopez, both of whom are 
sidelined with left ankle in¬ 
juries. 

DeMar DeRozan scored 27 
points and Kyle Lowry had 
21 for the Raptors, who 
lost a two-game winning 
streak. 

Toronto’s Amir Johnson 
missed a potential go- 
ahead 3-pointer from the 
corner in the final seconds. 

WARRIORS 102, PELICANS 
101 

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Klay 


Thompson scored 22 points 
and tied a career high 
with eight assists as Golden 
State snapped a three- 
game skid by defeating 
New Orleans. 

Eric Gordon had a chance 
to win it for New Orleans 
with an open 3-pointer 
from the left corner in the 
final seconds, but the shot 
rimmed out and Anthony 
Davis couldn’t quite reach 
the rebound. 

Jermaine O'Neal returned 
from right knee and groin 
injuries that had sidelined 
him for four games and did 
not look at all rusty, sinking 
his first seven shots en route 
to 18 points — including a 
clutch baseline hook with 
2:06 left. David Lee added 
19 points. 

Ryan Anderson had 21 
points and 12 rebounds for 
New Orleans. Davis finished 
with 14 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds. 

The Warriors’ Stephen Curry 
struggled to find his usual 
accuracy, missing 13 of 20 
shots, but scored seven of 
his 16 points in a tight fourth 
quarter. Harrison Barnes 
added 14 points. 

In other NBA games it was 
Washington 116, L.A. Lakers 
111; Brooklyn 102, Toronto 
100; Orlando 109, Atlanta 
92; and Golden State 102, 
New Orleans 101 .□ 



Dallas Cowboys kicker Dan Bailey (5), with Chris Jones holding, 
kicks a game-winning fieid goai against the New York Giants 
during the second halt of an NFL football game, Sunday, Nov. 
24, 2013, in East Rutherford, N.J. The Cowboys won 24-21. 

Associated Press 


NFL Preview 


Continued from Page 18 

“I think we’re so much fur¬ 
ther ahead than we were 
last week," coach Mike 
McCarthy said. “I feel a lot 
better.” 

Also on Thursday, the Dal¬ 
las Cowboys play the Oak¬ 
land Raiders, and the Balti¬ 
more Ravens welcome the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Matt McGloin's rapid as¬ 
cent from undrafted rookie 
to starting NFL quarterback 
will be viewed by a na¬ 
tional television audience 
when he makes his third 
career start for the Raiders. 
McGloin became the 
fourth quarterback since 
the 1970 merger to throw 
three touchdown passes 
and no interceptions in 
his first start, a 28-23 win 
at Houston. He then threw 
the go-ahead touchdown 


pass with 6:10 remaining 
last week against Tennes¬ 
see before watching the 
defense give up the late 
lead in a 23-19 loss to the 
Titans. Now he will try to 


get the Raiders back on 
the winning track against 
a Dallas defense that has 
allowed the second-most 
yards passing this season. 
“It's a great opportunity for 


us,” McGloin said. “Every¬ 
body has grown up watch¬ 
ing that game with their 
families and to be a part 
of it is something special. 
We’re all looking forward 
to it. We’re excited about 
it. It's going to be a tough 
atmosphere for football, 
but we’ll handle it.” 

For the second time in his 
three starts, McGloin will 
be opposed by another 
undrafted quarterback, al¬ 
beit one with much more 
experience and pedigree. 
Tony Romo came into 
the NFL as an undrafted 
rookie in 2003 and spent 
his first two seasons on the 
bench before replacing 
Drew Bledsoe as starter 
midway through the 2006 
season. He quickly estab¬ 
lished himself as one of the 
league’s top quarterbacks 
and parlayed that success 
into a $108 million contract 
extension last offseason 


and he takes pride in the 
success of other undrafted 
quarterbacks. 

“I always root for the un¬ 
drafted kid to come up 
and have a chance to 
play and then they perform 
pretty well,” Romo said. “I 
think that’s always exciting 
and good for the league. I 
wish him the best.” 

A three-game winning 
streak has pushed the 
Steelers back into the thick 
of the playoff race. Save 
for a 27-point outburst in 
the second quarter by 
Detroit two weeks ago, 
the Steelers have allowed 
just two garbage-time 
touchdowns over their last 
14 quarters of play.It's a 
trend Pittsburgh needs to 
continue. A victory over 
the Ravens would set up 
the Steelers for a favor¬ 
able December schedule 
that includes three home 
games. □ 
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In revised 

RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Alex Ro¬ 
driguez’s lawyers have up¬ 
dated his lawsuit against 
Major League Baseball 
and Bud Selig, adding 
new criticism of the com¬ 
missioner for not testifying 
in the union’s grievance 
to overturn the 211-game 
suspension given to the 
New York Yankees star last 
summer. 

The lawyers filed a 33-page 
amended complaint Tues¬ 
day in federal court in 
Manhattan, expanding on 
the suit originally filed Oct. 
3 in New York Supreme 
Court. 

Arbitrator Fredric Horowitz 
lost week refused to com¬ 
pel Selig to testify in the 
grievance, and Rodriguez 
then walked out of the 
hearing without testifying. 
The sides rested last Thurs¬ 
day after 12 days of ses¬ 
sions, and a decision on 
whether to uphold or alter 
the discipline is expected 
in January. 

“Mr. Selig chose to hide 
in his office in Milwaukee 
rather than come testify 
at the grievance hearing 
in New York. In Mr. Selig’s 
world, apparently the 
‘buck’ does not stop with 
Bud,” the new complaint 
said. “Mr. Selig lacked the 
courage of his convictions 
to explain under oath the 
reasons for the suspension 
and the conduct of his in¬ 
vestigators. His silence on 
these issues speaks vol¬ 
umes and leads to only 
one logical conclusion 
— his actions, and those 
of the MLB personnel he 
controls, were aimed at 
destroying the reputation, 
career and business pros¬ 
pects of Alex Rodriguez.” 



GUIDABO DIDO 


suit. A-Rod accuses Selig of cowardice 



In this Sept. 23, 2012, file photo. New York Yankees’ Alex Rodri¬ 
guez reacts after his nInth-InnIng fly-out In a 5-4 loss to the Oak¬ 
land Athletics in a baseball game at Yankee Stadium in New 
York. 

Associated Press 


Rodriguez was suspended 
Aug. 5 for alleged viala- 
tions of the sport’s drug 
agreement and labor con¬ 
tract, and he played pend¬ 
ing a determinatian at the 
grievance. 

As he did in the original 
complaint, Rodriguez ac¬ 
cused Selig of conduct¬ 
ing a “witch hunt” against 
him. The three-time AL MVP 
criticized the methods MLB 
employed in its investiga¬ 
tion of the Biogenesis of 
America anti-aging clinic, 
accused of distributing 
banned perfarmance-en- 
hancing drugs. 

A-Rod’s lawyers included 
a photograph of Selig pos¬ 
ing with a fan wearing a 
red shirt that had “A-ROID” 
written across the front. 
While the lawsuit attributes 
the phata to NESN.com, 
the NESN’s website says the 
photo was from the 2009 
All-Star FanFest and was 
taken tram NBCSportsRa- 
dia’s Twitter feed. 

“Sadly, this cawardly 
stance by Mr. Selig is con¬ 
sistent with his past and 
highly inappropriate con¬ 
duct in posing, smilingly, 
with a young fan wearing 
a T-shirt with a deragatary 
message directed at Mr. 
Rodriguez,” the amended 
lawsuit said. “One cannot 
imagine the Commissianer 
of any other professional 
spart — ar indeed the CEO 


at any business — daing 
something similar with re¬ 
spect to one of his or her 
players or employees.” 

MLB had the suit removed 
to federal caurt, and Ra- 
driguez’s lawyers are try¬ 
ing ta persuade U.S. District 
Judge Lorna G. Schofield 
to remand the case back 
to New York state court. 
A hearing is scheduled far 
Jan. 23. 

Rodriguez claimed Selig 
interfered with his existing 
contracts and prospective 
business relationships. MLB 
says the case should be 
heard in federal court be¬ 
cause at previsions of the 
Labor Management Rela¬ 
tions Act, known as Taft- 
Hartley, and intends to ask 
far the suit to be dismissed. 
Later Tuesday, Rodriguez’s 
lawyers released a stack 
of documents, including a 
presentation dated Oct. 
21. They called a news con¬ 
ference for that evening 
with the intent ta release 
papers, only to be blocked 
by an order from Horowitz. 
The presentation criticizes 
the conduct of several MLB 
investigators and New York 
City Police. 

The lawyers alsa released 
statements of several peo¬ 
ple who were on Rodri¬ 
guez’s witness list but never 
testified at the grievance 
hearing. 

Marcela Albir and Lazaro 


Collazo accused MLB’s in¬ 
vestigators of harassment, 
which the league denies. 
Gary L. Janes, who says 
he was a friend of Porter 
Fischer, said he was paid 
$125,000 in $100 bills by MLB 
Senior Vice President Dan 
Mullin at the Cosmas Diner 
in Pompana Beach, Fla., 
last March and $25,000 by 
Mullin in $50s and $100s for 
additional documents the 
following month. He also 


states Jones told Mullin that 
the documents had been 
stalen. 

MLB says the first payment 
was $100,000 and denies 
the comments Jones attrib¬ 
uted to Mullin. 

Robert Davis Miller alleged 
Biagenesis faunder An¬ 
thony Bosch told him he 
was being paid $5 millian 
by MLB in monthly install¬ 
ments, which the league 
also denies. □ 
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FOREST WHITAKER | ANGELA BASSEH 


BLACK 

MATIVITY 




MON - THURS 4:55 | 7:10 | 9:25 
FRI4:55 | 7:10 | 9:25 | 11:40 
SAT 2:40 | 4:55 | 7:10 | 9:25 | 11:40 
SUN & HOL. 2:40 | 4:55 | 7:10 | 9:25 


MILUSHKA BIRGE | RAUL DE WINDT 


SENSEI 

aEoniHOii 


MON - THURS 4:40 | 7:05 | 9:35 ^ 
FRI 4:40 | 7:05 | 9:35 | 12:00 
SAT 2:15 | 4:40 | 7:05 | 9:35 | 12:00 
SUN & HOL. 2:15 I 4:40 | 7:05 | 9:35 



JENNIFER LAWRENCE | JOSH HUTCHERSON 


THE HUNGER GAMES: 

CATCHING 
FIRE 


lPG-131 


MON-FRI 6:05 | 9:10 
SAT, SUN & HOL. 3:00 | 6:05 | 9:10 

MON - THURS 4:20 | 7:25 
FRI 4:20 | 7:25 | 10:30 
SAT 4:20 | 7:25 | 10:30 
SUN & HOL. 4:20 | 7:25 

MON - THURS 5:25 | 8:30 
FRI 5:25 | 8:30 | 11:35 
SAT 2:20 | 5:25 | 8:30 | 11:35 
SUN & HOL. 2:20 | 5:25 | 8:30 



FAUSTO MATA | TONY PASCUAL 



SPANISH VERSION 




^ [MICHAEL DOUGLAS | ROBERT DE NIRO 


LAST VEGAS 


lPG-131 

MON - THURS 4:25 | 6:50 | 9:15 
FRI 4:25 | 6:50 | 9:15 | 11:40 
SAT 2:00 | 4:25 | 6:50 | 9:15 | 11:40 
SUN & HOL. 2:00 | 4:25 | 6:50 | 9:15 


MON - THURS 4:30 | 6:40 | 8:50 
FRI 4:30 | 6:40 | 8:50 | 11:00 
SAT 2:20 | 4:30 | 6:40 | 8:50 | 11:00 
SUN & HOL. 2:20 | 4:30 | 6:40 | 8:50 


CHRIS HEMSWORTH | NATAUE PORTMAN 


3D VERSION 


lPG-131 

MON - THURS 4:30 | 7:00 | 9:30 
FRI 4:30 | 7:00 | 9:30 | 12:00 
SAT 2:05 | 4:30 | 7:00 | 9:30 | 12:00 
SUN & HOL. 2:05 | 4:30 | 7:00 | 9:30 
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^ Download our NEW APP 
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If ANDROID APP ON 1 

1 Google play 

1 

' _ J 


Palm Beach Plaza | Aruba | 586-0074 
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NFL, NHL concussion cases are not the same 


DAVE CAMPBELL 
AP Sports Writer 

Three months after the NFL agreed 
on a $765 million settlement with 
thousands of ex-players for con¬ 
cussion-related health problems, a 
group of their NHL peers is going to 
court, too. 

Hockey has proven to be an 
equally dangerous sport as foot¬ 
ball, but that doesn’t mean the link 
between collisions on the ice and 
post-career trouble will lead to a 
similar outcome. The legal and cul¬ 
tural surroundings of the NFL and 
NHL concussion lawsuits are more 
distinct than alike. 

Former NFL players haven't just 
taken the league to task for their 
concussion-related concerns; 
they've sued over all kinds of al¬ 
leged misconduct, including their 
rights to memorabilia and highlight 
film revenue. 

In the NHL, there's more blatant 
loyalty expressed by the players 
who used to don the uniforms. 
Hockey players have a penchant 
for closing ranks when controversy 
arises, and this is no different. 

Two prominent former players, Ken 
Daneyko and Keith Primeau, ex¬ 
pressed disinterest in pursuing con¬ 
cussion claims against the league 
when interviewed prior to the intro¬ 
duction of the lawsuit despite their 
lingering physical side effects from 
years of playing the game. 

Jeremy Roenick, in an interview 
with The Associated Press on Tues¬ 
day, was even more outspoken 
about his disregard for the lawsuit 
that was filed Monday in federal 
court in Washington. 

“I’m not going to tell people what 
to do and say they’re all trying 
to cap on the system right now. 
That’s their prerogative," said Roe- 
nick, a 20-year veteran of five NHL 
teams. “They can put themselves 
in public. They can go after the 
league that they craved to be in 
since they were little kids and paid 
their salary. ... I’ve always lived in 
the fact that I played the game of 
hockey knowing there was a lot of 
risk to be taken. I went on the ice 
knowing that my health and my 
life could be altered in a split sec¬ 
ond, and I did it because I loved 
the game.” 

Roenick said he had 13 concus¬ 
sions during his career. 

“I can tell you that the teams I was 
with handled it very well and pro¬ 
fessionally throughout the whole 
ordeal,” Roenick said. 

Ten former players, including All- 
Star forward Gary Leeman, are 
named as plaintiffs in the class- 
action lawsuit. It alleges the NHL 
hasn’t done enough to protect 



IN an April 12, 2012 file photo former Toronto Maple Leafs captain Rick Vaive adjusts his tie as he enters a courthouse in 
Newmarket, Ontario. Ten tormer National Hockey League players. Including former Toronto Maple Leafs’ captain Valve, 
claimed in a class-action lawsuit that the league hasn’t done enough to protect players from concussions. 


players from concussions and 
seeks court-approved, NHL-spon- 
sored medical monitoring for the 
players’ injuries as well as mone¬ 
tary damages. Attorney Steve Sil¬ 
verman said a total of about 200 
former players have signed up to 
be included in the action. 

“What the NFL concussion lawsuit 
did, not in the minds of the lawyers 
but in the minds of the former play¬ 
ers, was give them confidence 
and hope that, yes, David can 
slay Goliath,” Silverman said on 
Tuesday. 

Among the allegations: 

— The NHL knew or should have 
known about scientific evidence 
that players who sustain repeated 
head injuries are at greater risk for 
illnesses and disabilities both dur¬ 
ing their hockey careers and later 
in life. 

— Even after the NHL created a 
concussion program to study brain 
injuries affecting NHL players in 
1997, the league took no action to 
reduce the number and severity of 
concussions during a study period 
from 1997 to 2004. 


— The league didn’t do anything 
to protect players from unneces¬ 
sary harm until 2010, when it made 
it a penalty to target a player’s 
head. 

NHL Deputy Commissioner Bill 
Daly said on Monday the league 
is “completely satisfied with the 
responsible manner in which the 
league and the players’ associa¬ 
tion have managed player safety 
over time" and that it intends to 
defend the case “vigorously.” 
Leeman, who played for the To¬ 
ronto, Calgary, Montreal, Vancou¬ 
ver and St. Louis from 1983-1996, 
suffered multiple concussions and 
sub-concussive impacts during his 
career, according to the lawsuit. 
Since his retirement, he’s suffered 
from post-traumatic head syn¬ 
drome, headaches, memory loss 
and dizziness. 

Michael McCann, a sports law 
professor at the University of New 
Hampshire, expected this lawsuit 
to come like most observers of the 
NHL and the sports world in gen¬ 
eral. But he questioned whether 
the case is as strong as that of the 


, Associated Press 

former NFL players. 

“I don’t know if I saw in this com¬ 
plaint as much as we saw in the 
complaint against the NFL, in 
terms of allegations of miscon¬ 
duct. Much of this complaint fo¬ 
cused on how the NHL could’ve 
made the game safer at various 
points of time and how the league 
knew of information and didn’t al¬ 
legedly share it," McCann said. “In 
the NFL, there was the allegation 
that the league went out of its way 
to cloud the science. I didn’t see 
any of that in this complaint. I saw 
the NHL could’ve done more and 
was interested in making money. 
Maybe there are ethical issues, but 
I don’t see how that’s necessarily a 
strong legal argument." 

The complaint accused the NHL of 
being aware of studies dating to 
the 1920s of the danger the sport 
can cause to the head. 

“Those studies are publicly avail¬ 
able. So it’s hard to call that any 
kind of fraud,” McCann said. “It 
seems as if players and their own 
union could’ve availed them¬ 
selves of that information. ”□ 
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Xbox, PlayStation tackle console launch glitches 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 

Move over, zombies. Step 
aside, terrorists. Aliens, out 
of the way. 

There are a few new foes 
affecting gamers that are 
proving to be far more 
destructive than any on¬ 
screen villain. 

With nicknames like "the 
blue light of death” and 
"the disc drive of doom,” 
they’re the game-ending 
glitches causing head¬ 
aches for a few gamers 
who picked up the next- 
generation Xbox One and 
PlayStation 4 consoles at 
launch. Microsoft Corp. 
said Monday it’s replac¬ 
ing the Xbox One units of 
users who have reported 
systems that won’t read 
discs, an issue dubbed 
"the disc drive of doom.” 
The company said the 
problem is affecting "a 
very small number” of cus¬ 
tomers, who will also re¬ 
ceive one free download¬ 
able game from Microsoft 
Game Studios. Sony Corp. 
announced after the de¬ 
but of the PS4 earlier this 
month that it was replac¬ 
ing the units for "less than 
1 percent” of users whose 


new consoles malfunc¬ 
tioned and displayed a 
pulsating blue light. The 
problem was given the 
moniker "the blue light of 
death.” 

Both glitches recall Micro¬ 
soft’s "red ring of death,” 
when production prob¬ 
lems caused several pre¬ 
decessors of the Xbox One 
to lock up and display 
three flashing red lights. 
Ultimately, the technology 
giant extended custom¬ 
ers’ warranties to three 
years and said in 2007 that 
it had spent more than $1 
billion to repair the prob¬ 
lems associated with the 
Xbox 360. 

"I understand these things 
happen, but it sucks when 
they happen to you,” said 
Donald Blankinship, an 
Xbox One owner who ex¬ 
perienced a faulty disc 
drive after purchasing the 
console at Best Buy. "I can 
still play downloadable 
games until the replace¬ 
ment arrives, so at least 
there’s that.” 

Other users have reported 
consoles being complete¬ 
ly unresponsive out of the 
box. Both Sony and Micro¬ 
soft said they’re working 


to troubleshoot such issues 
and replace broken con¬ 
soles as quickly as possible. 
While the issues seem to 
affect a minority of Xbox 
One and PS4 owners, the 
concerns could deter con¬ 
sumers who regularly play 
games on smartphones 
and mobile devices. So¬ 
ny’s PS4 costs $399. Micro¬ 
soft’s Xbox One cost $100 
more and includes a Ki- 
nect sensor. 

"When I think about the 
Xbox brand, we want it 
to mean quality,” said 
Phil Spencer, corporate 
vice president of Micro¬ 
soft Game Studios, at last 
week’s Xbox One launch 
event. "That’s critical to 
us. I think you can over¬ 
come things, but we don’t 
plan on that. We plan on 
testing it — tens of thou¬ 
sands of hours — to make 
sure it’s going to be a solid 
launch.” Microsoft and 
Sony both announced 
that more than 1 million 
Xbox One and PS4 con¬ 
soles were sold in the 24 
hours after their release 
this month. It’s been seven 
and eight years respec¬ 
tively since Microsoft and 
Sony launched the Xbox 



In this Friday, Nov. 22, 2013 file photo. The Xbox One, above, 
is on display at a Best Buy store in Evanston, III.; and, below. In 
this Friday, Nov. 15, 2013 file photo, the new Sony Playstation 4 
is on display at Lincoln Park BestBuy store, in Chicago. 

Associated Press 



360 and PlayStation 3. Sony lion PS4 units by the end of 
said it expects to sell 5 mil- its fiscal year in March.Q 


Ex-Nokia engineers launch new smartphone 


AAATTI HUUHTANEN 
Associated Press 
HELSINKI (AP) — Engineers 
who used to work for 
Nokia are hoping to grab 
a share of the lucrative 
and highly competitive 
smartphone market with 
a new handset, which is 
based on the former world 
No. 1 cellphone maker’s 
old software and is faintly 
reminiscent of its recent 
models. 

The Jolla handset’s Sailfish 
platform has been devel¬ 
oped from the MeeGo op¬ 
erating software, Nokia’s 
last open-source platform 
which it abandoned in 
2011 when it switched over 
to using Microsoft Corp.’s 
Windows system. 

The sleek 4.5-inch phone, 
which almost looks like it 
could be part of Nokia’s 
Lumia range, features an 
eight megapixel camera, 
supports fast 4G Internet 
connections and includes 
the well-received Nokia’s 



A person holds up the new 
Jolla smartphone from Finnish 
mobile manufacturer Jolla In 
Helsinki, Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
2013. Associated Press 

HERE mapping services 
that cover more than 190 
countries. 

But, unlike Nokia’s phones, 
Jolla is also compatible 
with more than 85,000 
apps provided by Google 
Inc.’s Android, the popular 
and dominant operating 
system that has helped 


Samsung overtake the for¬ 
mer Finnish bellwether to 
be the world’s largest cell¬ 
phone maker. 

Marc Dillon, head of Jolla 
software and one of four 
founders of the company 
in 2011, spent 11 years 
working for Nokia after 
moving from the United 
States. He says Jolla’s open 
operating system gives it 
an edge over rivals. 

"We are providing a 
world-class choice ... that 
is an alternative for con¬ 
sumers (and) that can be 
very agile and powerful,” 
Dillon said in an interview 
in a Helsinki office block 
previously occupied by 
Nokia employees before 
it laid off thousands. “For 
our operating system busi¬ 
ness we have a huge op¬ 
portunity because there is 
currently one choice really 
available to every global 
mobile manufacturer and 
that’s Android.” 

Other systems, such as 


Apple’s iOS or Microsoft’s 
Windows, can be carried 
only on handsets manu¬ 
factured by those compa¬ 
nies. 

In a consumer test, the Jol¬ 
la, which has a price tag 
of 399 euros ($540), didn’t 
seem to have much to 
make it stand out among 
other smartphones. Its 
camera is standard; it uses 
a MicroSD card; has 16GB 
of memory storage, with a 
talk time and battery time 
of some 9-10 hours. But it 
has nice touches, includ¬ 
ing multiple swipe features 
and a useful user-replace- 
able battery, unlike many 
other models. 

Neil Mawston from Strate¬ 
gy Analytics near London 
says the Jolla is not "an 
iPhone or Samsung Galaxy 
killer” although it but could 
find a niche in the relent¬ 
less smartphone race. 

“At some point people 
will start looking for an al¬ 
ternative to Android and 


Apple so there might be 
an opportunity in this very 
cyclical market for Jolla 
to grab market share,” 
Mawston said. “But I think 
it will be two or three ver¬ 
sions down the line before 
we really know whether 
Jolla or Sailfish is worthy of 
challenging Apple or An¬ 
droid or Microsoft.” 

Finnish telecoms company 
DNA, which started sell¬ 
ing the Jolla handset on 
Wednesday evening as 
hundreds lined up outside 
the Jolla-DNA marquee 
in the city center, said it 
had "thousands of preor¬ 
ders” in 136 countries, led 
by Finland, Germany and 
Britain. The company Jolla, 
which now has more than 
100 employees in Finland 
and Hong Kong, has found 
backers among Finnish 
and foreign investors, in¬ 
cluding Hong-Kong based 
Ghina Fortune Holdings 
Ltd., but Dillon declined to 
give more information.Q 
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US stocks climb on solid tech earnings reports 



Specialists John Alatzos, left, and William Geier, right, work at 
their posts on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. Tech¬ 
nology companies lifted the stock market Wednesday, keep¬ 
ing major indexes at record levels. 

(AP Photo/Richord Drew) 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Markets Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Technol¬ 
ogy companies lifted the 
stock market Wednesday, 
keeping major indexes at 
record levels. 

Hevv'lett-Packard surged, 
leading the gains for tech 
companies, after it posted 
a $1.4 billion profit for its 
latest quarter. The world's 
second-largest maker of 
PCs also issued a strong 
profit forecast for its current 
quarter. 

Stocks also got a boost 
from some encouraging 
news about the U.S. econ¬ 
omy. 

In a sign that workers are 
in less danger of being laid 
off, the number of Ameri¬ 
cans seeking unemploy¬ 
ment benefits dropped 
10,000 last week to a sea¬ 
sonally adjusted 316,000, 
according to the U.S. Labor 
Department. In another bit 
of good news, consumer 
confidence rose in Novem¬ 


QUENTIN HARDY 

© 2013 New York Times 

News 

SAN FRANCISCO - Hewlett- 
Packard reported stron- 
ger-than-expected fourth- 
quarter earnings this week, 
telling analysts it was 
making great strides from 
its woeful position of 26 
months ago, when Meg 
Whitman took over as chief 
executive. 

But while HP outperformed 
the diminished expecta¬ 
tions Wall Street had for the 
quarter, revenue was lower 
in five of its six business seg¬ 
ments, and demand for 
key products like personal 
computers collapsed. 

In an interview. Whitman 
said that she had built up 
HP's cash position and low¬ 
ered its debt, while retool¬ 
ing businesses and shuffling 
executives, as part of an 
overall plan to move one 
of the world's largest infor¬ 
mation technology com¬ 
panies to “a new style of 
IT." 

In that world, businesses 
and consumers will rent 
software over the Internet, 
and pay for technology- 


ber, according to a private 
survey by the University of 
Michigan and financial 
data company Thomson 
Reuters. 

“Today's economic news 
was generally favorable," 
said Terry Sandven, chief 
equity strategist for U.S. 
Bank Wealth Manage¬ 
ment. “In the absence of 
bad news, the path of least 
resistance for equities is 
up.” 

The stock market has 
surged this year on a com¬ 
bination of solid corporate 
earnings, a slowly recover¬ 
ing economy and easy- 
money policies from the 
Federal Reserve. The Fed is 
buying $85 billion in bonds 
every month to keep long¬ 
term interest rates low, 
making stocks more attrac¬ 
tive than bonds for inves¬ 
tors. 

On Wednesday, the Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's 500 index 
climbed four points, or 0.3 
percent, to close at an all¬ 


infused experiences like 
the ability to print from a 
mobile phone to a kiosk at 
a FedEx store, as much as 
they now buy HP mainstays 
like laptop computers and 
printers. 


“This is a pretty big 
change,” she said. “We 
need to do it with speed, 
and we need to leverage 
it with scale.” 

In PCs, HP's biggest busi¬ 
ness, she said, the com¬ 
pany has to cater to “peo¬ 
ple's desire to personally 
compute,” using a variety 
of devices and technolo- 


time high of 1,807.23. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 24 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to close 
at its own record high of 
16,097.33. The blue-chip 
index finished higher for a 


gies. “We haven't broken 
through that,” Whitman 
said. 

Some of the progress, in 
things like new kinds of 
tablet computers that use 


Google's Android operat¬ 
ing system instead of the 
Windows software from 
Microsoft, will be seen over 
the next few weeks, as HP 
offers a number of ma¬ 
chines for the Christmas 
season. Other efforts, like 
the kiosk printing, three-di¬ 
mensional printers, or HP's 
own so-called cloud corn- 


fifth straight day, its longest 
winning streak since March. 
The Nasdaq composite 
advanced 27 points, or 0.7 
percent, to 4,044.75. The 
index closed above 4,000 
for the first time in 13 years 


puting business, may not 
show significant revenue 
for several years. 

Analysts appeared con¬ 
tent with HP's results, while 
warning about the difficul¬ 
ties ahead. HP reported 
net income of $1.41 bil¬ 
lion, or 73 cents a share, in 
contrast to a loss of $6.85 
billion, or $3.49 a share, in 
the period a year earlier. 
Revenue was $29.1 billion, 
a drop of 3 percent from a 
year ago. 

The net income, excluding 
charges, was $1.01 a share, 
above the expectations of 
Wall Street analysts. They 
had expected $1 a share 
and revenue of $27.91 bil¬ 
lion, according to a survey 
of analysts by Thomson 
Reuters. The news sent HP 
stock up more than 5 per¬ 
cent in after-hours trading. 
Nonetheless, revenue from 
consumer PCs fell 10 per¬ 
cent. Revenue from soft¬ 
ware, an essential growth 
area for the company, 
fell 9 percent from a year 
earlier (in part related to a 
large sale HP made in 2012, 
making comparisons with 
new earnings difficult). □ 


Tuesday. 

The S&P 500 has risen 26.7 
percent this year, putting 
it on course for its best an¬ 
nual performance since 
1998. Much of the gain 
has come because inves¬ 
tors have been willing to 
pay more for a company's 
stock in relation to its earn¬ 
ings. The price-earnings ra¬ 
tio for S&P 500 companies 
has climbed to 15.1 from 
12.6 at the start of the year. 
But it is still below the aver¬ 
age ratio of 16.5 for the last 
20 years. 

“When times are good, 
you have to ask if it's a 
sign that things are about 
to become bad,” said 
Art Steinmetz, President & 
Chief Investment Officer 
at Oppenheimer Funds. 
But Steinmetz feels reason¬ 
ably hopeful that stock 
valuations “are not over¬ 
stretched.” 

In other corporate news. 
Analog Devices fell $1.38, 
or 3 percent, to $48.54 
after the chipmaker re¬ 
ported sales late Tuesday 
that missed Wall Street 
estimates. The Norwood, 
Massachusetts, company 
expects a seasonal slow¬ 
down to hurt revenue dur¬ 
ing the holidays. 

Trading volumes were low¬ 
er than average ahead 
of Thursday's Thanksgiving 
holiday, when financial 
markets will be closed. The 
New York Stock exchange 
and the Nasdaq will also 
close early on Friday. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note rose to 2.74 
percent, up from 2.71 per¬ 
cent on Tuesday. 

The price of oil dropped to 
its lowest level in six months 
as the U.S. government 
reported the 10th straight 
weekly increase in crude 
supplies. Oil dropped $1.38, 
or 2 percent, to $92.30 a 
barrel. 

Exxon Mobil and Chev¬ 
ron, both members of the 
30-company Dow, de¬ 
clined. Exxon Mobil fell 
47 cents, or 0.5 percent, 
to $93.80. Chevron fell 36 
cents, or 0.4 percent, to 
$122.42. 

In other commodities trad¬ 
ing, gold fell $3.60, or 0.3 
percent, to $1,237.80 an 
ounce. □ 


HP earnings top expectations, but revenue falls 



The Hewlett-Packard Co. logo is seen outside the company’s 
headquarters in Palo Alto, Calif. Hewlett-Packard Co. reported 
quarterly financial results after the market closes on Tuesday, 
Nov. 26, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma, File) 
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Airlines clear final merger obstacle 


As layoffs slow; 


JAD MOUAWAD 
©2013 New York Times 

A federal court approved American Airlines’ reorgani¬ 
zation plan Wednesday, paving the way for the airline’s 
exit from bankruptcy and clearing the final hurdle to its 
merger with US Airways to form the world’s largest airline. 
The ruling by Judge Sean H. Lane, of the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the Southern District of New York, puts an end 
to a rocky two-year period for the airline, which sought 
court protection to reorganize its business, shed debt and 
rewrite labor agreements. 

A central feature of the reorganization plan was the 
merger with US Airways, a prospect that had the back¬ 
ing of American’s creditors and employees. But the plan 
was temporarily disrupted after a challenge from the Jus¬ 
tice Department over the summer on the grounds that it 
would hurt competition and lead to higher fares. 

Just weeks before the trial was scheduled to start, how¬ 
ever, regulators and the airlines settled the suit on Nov. 
12. The bankruptcy court found the settlement did not 
modify the plan of reorganization enough to warrant a 
new vote by creditors and shareholders. 

The airline and labor groups welcomed the ruling, which 
offers a chance for American to reclaim a top spot 
among the nation’s carriers. The merged airline will have 
6,700 daily flights, 1,500 airplanes, and about 100,000 em¬ 
ployees. Its combined annual revenue will reach about 
$38 billion. 

American, which has lagged behind its rivals in recent 
years, was the last of the historic airlines to file for bank¬ 
ruptcy, stumbling from its perch as the nation’s top car¬ 
rier after falling behind Delta Air Lines and United Airlines. 
Both airlines had already reorganized their business in re¬ 
cent years and had expanded through mergers of their 
own. 

American and US Airways argued that a combination 
was the best hope to provide travelers with a similar glob¬ 
al network capable of competing with Delta and United 
or risk being left behind. 

But American will have to work hard to convince passen¬ 
gers that a larger carrier can offer better and more cus¬ 
tomer-friendly service. Airline mergers are usually bumpy 
events, often marred by reservation problems and com¬ 
puter glitches. United, for example, suffered repeated 
flight delays and disruptions last year because of prob¬ 
lems associated with its merger with Continental Airlines. 
It will be up to a renewed management team, led by US 
Airways’ Doug Parker, to instill energy and fresh thoughts 
at American, where morale has been sapped by labor 
tensions in recent years. The combined airline, which will 
keep the name American Airlines, will be based in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth region. 

Parker has been a cheerleader for airline consolidation 
for years. He orchestrated the combination of American 
West with US Airways in 2005 and then sought to merge 
the smaller carrier with Delta as well as United, unsuccess¬ 
fully. 

After American filed for bankruptcy, Parker saw an open¬ 
ing to go after a fast combination despite the opposition 
of American’s managers. He made his case quickly, first 
with airline employees, then with its creditors. He then 
persuaded the representatives of his rival’s pilots, flight at¬ 
tendants and mechanics to all back a merger with US 
Airways provided that Parker would run the show. 

The vote, which crystallized the employees’ defiance 
against American’s managers and what they described 
as a failed strategy over the years, proved a turning point 
in the battle for American’s future. 

Tom Horton, American’s chairman and chief executive, 
had initially outlined a plan for the airline to come out of 
bankruptcy as an independent carrier, but was eventu¬ 
ally forced to endorse the merger proposal once credi¬ 
tors supported it. □ 


US jobless claims drop to 316,000 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of Americans seek¬ 
ing unemployment benefits 
dropped 10,000 last week 
to a seasonally adjusted 
316,000, a sign that workers 
are in less danger of being 
laid off. 

The less volatile four-week 
average fell 7,500 to 
331,750, the Labor Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday. 
Both the first-time weekly 
jobless claims and the av¬ 
erage have returned to 
pre-recession levels. 
Unemployment benefit ap¬ 
plications are a proxy for 
layoffs. They have fallen in 
six of the past seven weeks. 
A government spokesman 
said there were no special 
factors that drove claims 
lower but cautioned that it 
can be difficult to season¬ 
ally adjust in late November 
because the Thanksgiving 
holiday occurs at different 
times each year. This year 
Thanksgiving is a week later 


than last year. 

Still, the broader trend has 
been encouraging. As lay¬ 
offs have dwindled, hiring 
has picked up. Employ¬ 
ers added 204,000 jobs 
last month, indicating that 
companies were unde¬ 
terred by the 16-day gov¬ 
ernment shutdown. Private 
businesses added 212,000 
new positions, the most 
since February. 

“If claims can trend at any¬ 
thing like this level through 
the inevitable noise of 
Thanksgiving and then the 
holiday season, that would 
mark a real improvement 
on the pre-shutdown pe¬ 
riod and would be consis¬ 
tent with stronger payroll 
growth," said Ian Shep- 
herdson, chief economist 
for Pantheon Macroeco¬ 
nomics, in a client note. 

The economy has added 
an average of 202,000 
jobs a month from August 
through October, up from 
146,000 in May through 
July. 


The total number Ameri¬ 
cans claiming unemploy¬ 
ment benefits through the 
first full week of November 
was 3.9 million, down from 
5.2 million a year ago. 
Greater employment typi¬ 
cally boosts income, which 
helps drive more economic 
growth. Consumers’ spend¬ 
ing accounts for roughly 70 
percent of economic ac¬ 
tivity. 

Still, the unemployment 
rate remains high at 7.3 
percent. That’s well above 
the 5 percent to 6 percent 
unemployment rate consis¬ 
tent with healthier job mar¬ 
kets. When unemployment 
is lower, workers have more 
flexibility to change jobs. 
Job growth is a major fac¬ 
tor for the Federal Reserve 
in deciding when to re¬ 
duce its economic stimulus. 
The Fed has been buying 
$85 billion in bonds each 
month to keep long-term 
interest rates low and en¬ 
courage borrowing and 
spending. □ 


American durable-goods orders fall 2% 



In this September 2013 photo, appliances are on display at a 
Sears store in Berlin, Vt. The Commerce Department reported 
mixed data on business orders for durable goods in October on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Toby Talbot) 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Busi¬ 
nesses spent less last month 
on machinery, computers 
and most other items, low¬ 
ering orders for U.S. long- 
lasting factory goods. The 
decline suggests compa¬ 
nies may have been re¬ 
luctant to invest during the 
16-day partial government 
shutdownThe Commerce 
Department said Wednes¬ 
day that orders for durable 
goods dropped 2 percent 
in October from Septem¬ 
ber. That follows a 4.1 per¬ 
cent increase in Septem¬ 
ber from August. Durable 
goods are meant to last at 
least three years. 

Demand for commercial 
aircraft plunged nearly 16 
percent last month, ac¬ 
counting for much of the 
decline. But orders also 
fell 1.2 percent in a closely 
watched category, known 
as core capital goods, 
which excludes volatile 
transportation and de¬ 
fense orders. That was the 
second straight drop. 


Economists pay closer at¬ 
tention to core capital 
goods because those or¬ 
ders can reflect businesses’ 
confidence in the econo¬ 
my. 

Many companies may 
have held off placing or¬ 
ders in October, awaiting 
the outcome of a budget 


impasse that shut down 
parts of the federal govern¬ 
ment. 

However, the report con¬ 
flicts with a private sector 
survey released earlier this 
month that showed com¬ 
panies shrugged off the 
shutdown and boosted or¬ 
ders. □ 
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MILLIE, VOUR VEGAN 
THANKSGIVING 
PINNER WAS 
PEE-LICIOUS!!! 
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IT'S NICE NOT 
TO BE 
\MANTEP. 
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I MADE A LIST OF ALL THE 
TOOLS you BORROWED 
FROM ME 
BUT NEVER 
.RETURNED. 




Mother Goose & Grimm 
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Cunceplis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Fall flower 

6 Ivan the 
Terrible’s title 

10 Commander of 
a ship: abbr. 

14 Rent long-term 

15 Roll call 
response 

16 Canton’s state 

17 _ off; leaves 
suddenly 

18 Annoys 

19 Payment to a 
landlord 

20 Actor in ‘The 
Godfather” 

22 Fancy 

24 Largest brass 
instrument 

25 Liberty 

26 Noisy brawls 

29 Bishop’s hat 

30 Maria” 

31 Refuse to 
comply 

33 “Ode to a 
Nightingale” 
poet John _ 

37 As _ as the 
ocean 

39 Schnozes 

41 Urgent; critical 

42 School 
composition 

44 Up and about 

46 Morning grass 
blade moisture 

47 Name for a 
Stooge 

49 Game defeats 

51 Irrigated 

54 Combine, as 
funds 

55 Chairperson’s 
schedule 

56 Baked Alaska 
& creme brulee 

60 Walking stick 

61 Harp of old 

63 Giggler’s noise 

64 Smooch 

65 Submissive 

66 Happening 

67 Individuals 

68 Tools with 
teeth 

69 Browses 
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Thursday’s Puzzle Solved 
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DOWN 

1 Actor Alan _ 

2 Official stamp 

3 Waterproof 
covering 

4 Manor and the 
land around it 

5 Lifeguard, at 
times 

6 Beijing’s nation 

7 Two minus two 

8 Noah’s boat 

9 Vacation spot 

10 Boxed in 

11 In the lead 

12 Splotchy pony 

13 Tribal pole 
21 Playwright 

Henrik _ 

23 Give off a 
strong smell 

25 _ mignon 

26 Created 

27 Arden & Plumb 

28 Bruce & Spike 

29 Sloppy 
32 Plank 

34 Assists 

35 Sequoia or elm 


36 Stitches 
38 Lack of color in 
the cheeks 
40 Storage towers 
43 Three feet 
45 Farmer’s alarm 
clock? 

48 Kingdoms 
50 Part of a coat 


51 Nutty 

52 Once more 

53 Uptight 

54 Quick glances 

56 Sketched 

57 Ms. Perlman 

58 Take care of 

59 Matching pairs 
62 Truly; verily 
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Playing dress-up with your sweats 


RUTH LA FERLA 
© 2013 New York Times 

Who could hove predicted 
a couple of years ago that 
the hamebady sweatshirt 
would attain high-fashion 
status? Well, Norma Ka- 


mali, for one. It was, af¬ 
ter all, Kamali who in the 
late 1970s transformed this 
downtime staple, linked 
with the locker room and 
the living room couch, into 
a fashion trophy. 

So it seems only fitting that 
Kamali has returned to the 
marketplace with a full-on 
sweats callection encam- 
passing not just a curve- 
skimming crew neck, but 
also leather-paneled 
sweatshirts, flared skirts, mi¬ 
nuscule shorts and a tank 
top paired with a long 
trumpet skirt. 

Over the years, Kamali has 
been asked to resurrect 
her signature terries and 
fleeces. In fact, she never 
entirely abandcned them, 
incorpcrating sweatshirt 
fleece jackets, rocmy cc- 
cccns, blazers and tunics 
intc both her namesake 
and various secondary 
lines. But last year, when 
the designer known as the 
doyenne of sweats intro¬ 
duced a popular capsule 
collection for Barneys New 
York, its success prompted 
her, she said, “to go back 


to my DNA." 

Her second, more ambi¬ 
tious collection, which 
made its debut at Barneys 
and on her website this 
month, arrives as a come- 
lately, alighting amid a 


flurry (no, make that an 
avalanche) of so-called 
statement sweats. These 
fanciful interpretations be¬ 
gan surfacing earlier this 
year, led by runway hits like 
a Givenchy photo-collage 
Bambi shirt and a Kenzo 
shirt with a mystical “lotus" 
eye. More recently, a raft 
of contemporary makers, 
amang them Theyskens' 
Theory and Vince, began 
injecting this cnce pedes¬ 
trian item with a fillip of 
chic. 

The news now is fhaf fhe 
look, which emerged rafh- 
er fenfafively as a noveify, 
has asserfed ifself as a full¬ 
blown frend, one fhaf, as 
spring approaches, is likely 
to tighten its grip on shop¬ 
pers’ minds and pocket- 
baaks. 

“Nat since Jennifer Beals 
danced under a bucket of 
water in ‘Flashdance’ has 
the lowly sweatshirt had so 
much attention," said Ken 
Downing, the fashion di- 
recfor of Neiman Marcus. 
“Nexf fo fhe biker jackef, 
the couture sweatshirt is my 
custamers' favarite item of 


the season.” 

Indeed, it's safe to suppose 
that, like biker coats, punk 
chains and studs and high- 
end tees, luxury sweats 
will become fashion ever¬ 
greens, carrying on indefi- 
nifely as emblems of un¬ 
derplayed sfyle. 

“Twa or four seasons ago, 
you couldn’f have enaugh 
whife T-shirts,” said Ben 
Matthews, the buying di¬ 
rector for Nef-a-Porfer. 
“Now people are frading 
ouf fhose fees for a sweaf- 
shirf.” 

For spring, Nef-a-Porfer 
has diversified ifs offerings, 
adding sweafshirfs in leafh- 
er and lace, and, fo saf- 
isfy consumers’ keenness 
for over-fhe-top effecfs, 
variations like a sweatshirt 
by Christopher Kane, one 
shoulder dripping crystals. 
Its cost? Just over $2,500. 
Gym-inspired items intro¬ 
duced for spring include 
an Alexander Wang crew- 
neck shirt sfamped wifh a 
“Parenfal Advisory" logo, 
a piece road-tesfed on a 
recenf oufing by Rihanna 
no less; a giddily pafferned 
silk crew by Prabal Gu- 
rung; and marbleized silk 
variatians from Pefer Som 
and Phillip Lim.Despife fhe 
occasional sfrafospheric 
price, sweafshirfs, even 
fhe mosf rarefied (fhey 
can cosf less fhan $100 or 
$1,200 and more), fend fo 
be considerably less ex¬ 
pensive fhan canvenfional 
luxury sportswear. 

“These are great pieces 
far that aspirational cus¬ 
tomer who wants to buy 
into a specific brand,” said 
Tomoko Ogura, fhe senior 
fashion direcforaf Barneys. 
Moreover, fhe look sfrad- 
dles casualness and for- 
malify. 

“People don’f want ta 
look precious,” Ogura said. 
Combining a sweatshirt, 
with, say, a pencil skirt and 
pumps “guarantees that 
you’ll look effortless.” 

It’s a nonchalance design¬ 
ers like to think of as mod¬ 
ern. And if holds up offer- 
hours. Kamali, singling ouf 
her sleeveless sweafshirf 
and mafching floor-lengfh 
skirt, considered its ease. 
“This is what the red car¬ 
pet should look like,” she 
said.Q 



A model presents a design from Alexander Wang during Mer¬ 
cedes Benz New York Fashion Week, Sept. 7, 2013. Sweats have 
emerged as a design trend, with a raft of contemporary makers 
offering up a look. 

(NowFashion via The New York Times) 



Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1-137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 


114364 


FOR RENT 

Aruba Marriott Surf Ciub 

30 nov - 7 dec 
2 bedroom 
Call Phyllis 
586-9000 -5317 


FOR SALE week 47 
Tropicana Timeshare 

Thanksgiving week Rm 1557 
sat to sat 11/23 
AL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
e-mail: rmw|mw@aol.com 
phone: 508-651-0016 

200459 


FOR SALE 

Caribbean Paim Viiiage 
(deeded) 

E 107 first floor pool side 
(renovated) 
week 1 thru 5 
1 bedroom 2 bath $10,000 
p/week 

email: np7300@roadrunner.com 
phone: USA 440-428-4631 

200451 


FOR RENT 

2 weeks vacation December 
U$4600 by week 1 bedroom 
apartment at the Divi Dutch 
Village, Sleeps anf fully 
equipped with kitchen bedroom 
and pull out couch. 

1st week check in 18-19-20 Dec 
2013 and check out 25-26-27 
Dec 2013 

2nd week check in 25-2627 
Dec. 2013 and check out 1-2-3 
jan 2014 

For information Call Carlos 
562-4860 

Jorqemendezmre@.hotmail.com 

Doritam5@.hotmail.com 
Call in USA 9-542-844-711 

200284 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 


DOCTOR 
. ON DUTY 

^. Oranjestad 

* \ 

Dr. Sneek 


EMERGENCIA 

911 



POLIS 

POLIS 

ORANJESTAD 
NOORD 
STA. CRUZ 
SAVANETA 
SAN NICOLAS 
FIRE DEPT 
FIRE DEPT 
POLIS TIPLINE 
HOSPITAL 
AMBULANCE 
SAN NICOLAS 
AMBULANCE 



100 

581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 
115 

582-1108 

11141 

527-4000 

582-1234 

584-5050 


PHARMACY 

O'STAD: Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 
S. NICOLAS: Son Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 

INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.TS. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUISESHIP 

Nov. 28 

Carnival Breeze 
Adventure of the Seas 


Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

InselAir 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 

Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 


Bloodbonk Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Comet dances with sun, death; giving mixed signais 



In this photo provided by NASA, Comet ISON shines brightly in this image taken on the morning 
of Nov. 19, 2013. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Com¬ 
et ISON is teasing the solar 
system as it dances with the 
sun and it's giving astrona- 
mers mixed signals. 

Will it meet a fiery death — 
or survive — when it whips 
around the sun on Thurs¬ 
day? The icy comet will be 
only about 1 million miles ( 
1.6 million kilometers) away 
from the sun's super-hot 
surtace during its close en¬ 
counter on Thanksgiving. 
On Monday, it looked like it 
was about to die even be- 
tore it got there. On Tues¬ 
day, it appeared healthy 
again. “We have never 
seen a comet like this,” 
Naval Research Labora¬ 
tory astrophysicist Karl Bat- 
tams said during a NASA 
news conterence Tuesday. 
“It has been behaving 
strangely.” 

Because it is sa close to the 
sun, ISON will likely not be 
visible from Earth an Thurs¬ 
day — except via a fleet 
of NASA telescopes and 
spacecraft aimed at the 
comet as it gets closest to 
the sun at 1:37 p.m. EST( 
(1837 GMT), he said. And it 
will be a tew hours betore 
scientists know whether the 
comet survives. 


But even it the comet dies, 
Johns Hopkins University 
scientist Carey Lisse said 
there's a goad chance that 
people on Earth will get an 
interesting casmic show. 
The comet's remnants 
cauld paint the sky with a 
wide swath ot green in the 


Northern Hemisphere. 

Lisse gives the comet a 30 
percent chance of surviv¬ 
ing, adding that it is just a 
gut-feeling that has little ta 
do with logic. Logically, it 
should be 50-50, he said. 
The comet — two-thirds ot 
a mile (about 1 km) wide 


— is made up of loosely 
packed ice and dirt, es¬ 
sentially a dirty snowball. It 
is a “dinasaur bone,” from 
the tormation ot the so¬ 
lar system 4.5 billian years 
ago, Lisse said. It has been 
in “deep freeze” for billions 
of years in the Oort cloud. 


a vast area ot comets and 
debris that never termed 
into planets that's between 
450 billian miles (724.17 bil¬ 
lian kilameters) and 9 trillion 
miles (14.4 million kilome¬ 
ters) from the sun, he said. 
The comet is racing arcund 
the sun, pulled close by 
our star's massive gravity, 
which can also break apart 
the dirty icy core. 

Comet ISON was first spot¬ 
ted by a Russian telescope 
in September last year. 
While many comets come 
out ot the Oort cloud and 
return after a lang trip 
through the solar system 
and many carnets graze 
by the sun, this is the first 
one that astronomers have 
watched that is from the 
Oort cloud and is skimming 
the sun. 

Lisse said ISON could be¬ 
have just like last year's 
comet Lovejoy, which fell 
apart a cauple days after 
passing by the sun. Its rem¬ 
nants were visible like “a 
beautitui paintbrush swath 
in the sky” in the Southern 
Hemisphere, he said. 

Unlike many blue comets, 
ISON has been more lime- 
green because it doesn't 
seem to have as much 
carbon monoxide as ather 
comets, Lisse said. □ 


Congo’s ‘forest giraffe’ 
on brink of extinction 


GENEVA (AP) — The Inter¬ 
national Unian tar Can- 
servatian at Nature says 
Cango's natianal symbal, 
the akapi, is an the brink at 
extinction. 

The Switzerland-based 
group says the population 
of the okapi, also known 
as the “torest giraffe,” 
has dwindled because of 
poaching and habitat loss. 


lUCN's Red List ot endan¬ 
gered species, updated 
twice a year, rates it as 
endangered — twa steps 
away tram extinction in the 
wild. 

The update published Tues¬ 
day also labels the sub-Sa¬ 
haran white-winged flutftail 
as critically endangered. 
Just a tew hundred birds still 
survive in Africa. 


Meanwhile, the leather¬ 
back turtle has benefited 
from conservation eftorts 
and is now rated vulner¬ 
able. 

Twa albatross species and 
California's island fox also 
have recovered. 
lUCN says 21,286 of the 
71,576 species surveyed 
are threatened with 
extinction. □ 
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This is a Thursday, Jan. 22, 2004 file photo of three-month-old 
okapi baby Lulu, left, looks back under the protection of her 
7-year-old mother Layla at “Zoorasia” zoo in Yokohama, south¬ 
west of Tokyo. 


Associated Press 
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‘108 Rock Star Guitars’ reveals battle-ax beauty 


KILEY ARMSTRONG 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Some¬ 
times, a picture is worth a 
thousand songs. 

The supersized book “108 
Rock Star Guitars” (Glitterati 
Inc.) demonstrates that six¬ 
stringed instruments owned 
by celebrities and virtuoso 
sidemen can look as good 
as they rock. 

The 17-year undertaking by 
photographer Lisa S. John¬ 
son partly benefits the Les 
Paul Foundation. Paul, the 
Rock Hall musician-inventor, 
wrote the foreword before 
he died. 

Not a guitar geek? Don’t 
fret. 

Whether you define “pick¬ 
up” as a truck, a dating 
technique or a guitar part, 
you can revel in the glitz- 
and-grit world where these 
prized possessions reside. 
The instruments (one’s 
named Baby) evoke tender 
talk from macho musicians. 
But some of these battle-ax 
beauties have seen more 
action than a roller der¬ 
by queen: They bear the 
gashes and sweat stains to 
prove it. 

The author, who grew up 
in a musical family, under¬ 
scores musicians’ emotional 
attachment to their instru¬ 
ments. 

“I don’t believe any seri¬ 
ous musician feels that his 
instrument is an inanimate 
object,” Tom Scholz of the 
group Boston tells Johnson. 
Steve Vai, who went solo af¬ 
ter playing with Frank Zap¬ 
pa’s band, once described 
his guitar as “the voice of 


my heart” in moments of 
depression, euphoria and 
“divine love.... I have cried, 
screamed, prayed and 
bled through that instru¬ 
ment.” 

The book lauds the instru¬ 
ment-makers, called lu¬ 
thiers, and the techs, along 
with the guitars. 

Pawnshop wallflowers blos¬ 


som into unbridled stardom. 
There are kaleidoscopic, 
patriotic and wildcat pat¬ 
terns; gorgeous maple and 
mahogany; delicate carv¬ 
ings of leaves and acorns; 
a stuck-on Chinese cookie 
fortune; python skin; fake 
fur; little-girl superheroes. 
Some seem to revel in musi¬ 
cal masochism: 

— Zakk Wylde (Ozzy Os¬ 
bourne Band) — blowtorch 
burns, hammered-on bottle 


caps. 

— Slash (Velvet Revolver, 
Guns N’ Roses) — ciga¬ 
rette carelessness. As the 
story goes, the guitarist was 
“one with the music” while 
accidentally inflicting a 
“charred reminder of rock 
‘n’ roll nirvana.” 

John Rzeznik (Goo Goo 
Dolls) resurrected a bro¬ 


ken Stratocaster into a 
4-string. The word “OUCH!” 
is splayed over its torso; it’s 
now named Halfcaster. 

“I was amazed when I threw 
the guitar in the air and the 
top portion split right off,” 
Rzeznik recalled via email. 
“I had my guitar tech take it 
to a luthier in LA who sand¬ 
ed off the rough edges and 
fixed the electronics. 

“I used it on a song called 
‘Big Machine’ for a couple 


years after that. Surpris¬ 
ingly, the tone didn’t really 
change; it was a cheap 
guitar that didn’t sound that 
great to begin with. Haha!” 
The appreciation of instru¬ 
ments as visual art is an 
age-old concept. 

They “may evoke status, 
identity, or indicate events 
— sacred or profane,” com¬ 


ments J. Kenneth Moore, 
the Frederick P. Rose cu¬ 
rator in charge of the De¬ 
partment of Musical Instru¬ 
ments at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York 
City. “They become sound¬ 
ing, tangible works of art — 
telling many stories of the 
life and times of those who 
used them,” he said. 

A guitar owned by James 
J.Y. Young of Styx bears an 
elaborate carving of Cer¬ 


berus, ancient mythology’s 
three-headed Underworld 
guard dog. 

A double-neck owned by 
Cheap Trick’s Rick Nielsen 
has a quirky folk art feel. Its 
two-pronged top forms the 
legs of Nielsen’s upside- 
down caricature. The figure, 
named Uncle Dick, displays 
a thumbs-up, but his expres¬ 
sion looks maniacal. 

When Mom made young 
Nils Lofgren a Nehru jacket 
and bell-bottom pants out 
of drapes, he proudly stuck 
leftover fabric on his guitar 
so it matched his new suit. 
The book also features a 
famous, battered Fender 
Esquire owned by Lofgren’s 
boss, Bruce Springsteen. 
Before a Rage Against the 
Machine performance, 
Tom Morello scrawled “Arm 
the Homeless” on his guitar. 
The jarring jargon co-exists 
with Morello’s drawings of 
happy hippos. Like most art, 
it invites interpretation. In 
Johnson’s view, he’s con¬ 
trasting the have-nots and 
the haves (rotund creatures 
“gobbling their food”). 

Willie Nelson’s Trigger, 
named for movie-cowboy 
Roy Rogers’ horse, bears 
dozens of autographs, in¬ 
cluding Leon Russell, Rog¬ 
er Miller, Kris Kristofferson, 
Gene Autry, Waylon Jen¬ 
nings and Johnny Cash. 
Trigger’s top is worn clear 
through; Nelson chooses to 
leave it that way. 

“The two of them,” notes 
the book, “continue to ma¬ 
ture together.” 

Life partners in perfect 
harmony.Q 



This combo made from photos provided by Lisa S. Johnson shows detaiis of guitars beionging 
to musicians featured in Johnson's new book, “108 Rock Star Guitars.” Top row, from ieft: Willie 
Neison's “Trigger,” Rick Nielsen of the group Cheap Trick's “Uncie Dick”; and a guitar with 
scrawled jarring jargon over drawings of happy hippos belonging to Rage Against the Machine 
and Audioslave's Tom Morello. Bottom row, from left: a guitar from Styx’s James J.Y. Young 
bearing an elaborate carving of Cerberus, ancient mythology’s three-headed Underworld 
guard dog; the “halfcaster” owned by John Rzeznik of the Goo Goo Dolls; and a guitar covered 
with fake fur, owned by Billy Gibbons of the group ZZ Top. Associated Press 


Authors have a few tips for holiday books 


MilHIIIi MlHAILt 


This book cover image 
released by Viking shows 
“Malcolm X: A Life of 
Reinvention” by Manning 
Marable. 

Associated Press 
HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
more than 100,000 books 


published each year, it’s 
hard to know what works 
best for a holiday gift. A 
few “experts,” from a prize¬ 
winning historian to some 
best-selling children’s au¬ 
thors, have suggestions: 
James McBride, whose 
novel “The Good Lord Bird” 
was this year’s fiction win¬ 
ner of the National Book 
Award: “And the Earth 
Did Not Swallow Him,” by 
Tomas Rivera. “It’s a short 
group of vignettes,” Mc¬ 
Bride says, “but I like the 
writing, imagery, voice 
and story.” 

Brian Seiznick, whose “The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret” 
was adapted into a fea¬ 
ture film by Martin Scorse¬ 
se: “Ballad,” by Blexbolex. 


“This book is unlike any¬ 
thing I’ve ever seen be¬ 
fore,” Seiznick wrote in a 
recent email. “It’s a puzzle, 
a fairy tale, an adventure, 
a love story, made with 
words and pictures used 
in a new, utterly beguiling 
way. 

The silk-screened images, 
made with unbelievable 
fluorescent ink, will draw 
you in and will leave you 
breathless till the end.” 
Rachel Kushner, author of 
the acclaimed novel “The 
Flamethrowers”: Manning 
Marable’s Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning biography of Mal¬ 
colm X. “I think it’s abso¬ 
lutely incredible,” she says. 
“An impeccable work of 
history about a very impor¬ 


tant American figure.” 
Alan Taylor, a Pulitzer Prize¬ 
winning historian whose 
latest book is “The Internal 
Enemy,” about slavery in 
colonial and post-colonial 
Virginia: “A Misplaced 
Massacre: Struggling 

Over the Memory of Sand 
Creek,” by Ari Kellman, 
the story of a bloody 1864 
battle in Colorado that 
left more than 150 Native 
Americans dead and the 
debate surrounding a me¬ 
morial site dedicated in 
2007. “A book about how 
different people can re¬ 
member an event in very 
different ways,” Taylor 
says. Ann Martin, author 
of “The Babysitters Club” 
series: “In the Company of 


the Courtesan,” by Sarah 
Dunant. “A mesmerizing 
story set in 16th-century 
Venice,” Martin says. 

Mark Halperin, co-au¬ 
thor of “Double Down,” 
the best-seller about the 
2012 presidential elec¬ 
tion: “Monsters: The 1985 
Chicago Bears and the 
Wild Heart of Football,” 
by Rich Cohen. Halperin 
praises the book’s “nos¬ 
talgia, great storytelling, 
and larger-than-life char¬ 
acters.” 

“Goosebumps” author R.L. 
Stine: “Fun Home,” by Ali¬ 
son Bechdel. “This brilliant 
graphic novel was turned 
into the best musical the¬ 
ater play I saw all year,” 
Stine says.G 
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Demi Moore, Ashton 
Kutcher finalize divorce 



This Jan. 11,2011 file photo shows cost member Ashton Kutcher, 
left, and Demi Moore at the premiere for “No Strings Attached” 
in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Demi 
Moore and Ashton Kutcher 
are officially divorced. 

Los Angeles Superior Court 
Judge Scott Gordon final¬ 
ized the couple’s split on 
Tuesday, roughly a year af¬ 
ter Kutcher sought to end 
the couple’s marriage. 
Moore and Kutcher were 
married in September 
2005 and the actress an¬ 
nounced they had sepa¬ 
rated in November 2011. 
The former couple has no 
children together. During 
their marriage, they started 


a foundatian ta combat 
sexual explaitation at girls 
around the globe. 

Kutcher stars in “Two and a 
Half Men” and is currently 
dating his “That ‘70s Show” 
co-star Mila Kunis. 

Moore starred in 2011 ’s 
“Margin Call” and appears 
in the upcoming film “Very 
Good Girls.” She was previ- 
ausly married ta Bruce Wil¬ 
lis and the pair had three 
daughters. 

The judgment was first re¬ 
ported Wednesday by ce¬ 
lebrity website TMZ.Q 


Hewitt welcomes baby 
girl after quiet wedding 


NEW YORK (AP) — 

Actress Jennifer Love 
Hewitt and her “The 
Client List” co-star 
Brian Hallisay are the 
praud parents of a 
baby girl. 

Hewitt’s publicist Sarah 
Fuller said in an email 
statement the couple 
is “thrilled” over Tues¬ 
day’s birth of Autumn 
James Hallisay. 

The couple is also cel¬ 
ebrating being newly¬ 
weds. Fuller says they 
were recently married 
but did not provide 
further details. 

“The Client List” was 
recently canceled by 
Lifetime after its sec¬ 
ond season. Hewitt 
and Hallisay played 
husband and wife. 

Us Weekly first report¬ 
ed the news. □ 



In this July 13, 2013 photo, actress 
Jennifer Love Hewitt attends Old 
Navy 8t Disney’s “Mickey Through 
The Decades” Collection Celebra¬ 
tion at Walt Disney Studios, in Bur¬ 
bank, Calif. 

Associated Press 



In this Sunday, Nov. 10, 2013 photo, actor Idris Elba poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons in Bev¬ 
erly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 


‘Mandela’ marks Elba’s 
cinematic maturity 


JESSICA HERNDON 
AP Film Writer 

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— When portraying South 
African revalutionary Nel- 
san Mandela in the biopic, 
“Mandela: Long Walk to 
Freedom,” Idris Elba em¬ 
braced the harsh realities 
of Mandela’s life and was 
determined to stay in char¬ 
acter even when the cam¬ 
eras stopped rolling. 

But the British actor knew 
his latest movie wouldn’t 
be believable unless his fel- 
law actars could deliver a 
performance as raw as his 
own — so he pushed them 
to embrace uncomfcrt- 
able realties, taa. 

Elba recounted one such 
instance when he was 
shooting scenes that fo¬ 
cused on Mandela’s 27 
years in jail under white mi¬ 
nority rule. During the film¬ 
ing, he sensed that a cou¬ 
ple of white actors were 
struggling to portray the 
brutality in which Mandela 
was treated. 

“They felt bad. ... I could 
see it in their eyes. I spoke 
to director (Justin Chad¬ 
wick) and I said, ‘I need 
these guys to go back to 
their core. If there is any 
sense of racism in them I 
need them to bring it up. If 
there is a black person that 
they don’t like let me hear 


it and feel it,”’ said Elba in¬ 
tently, leaning in during a 
recent interview in a dim 
Hollywood bar. 

“That was important be¬ 
cause it wauld come 
through in the performance 
and suddenly it becomes 
the biopic that’s safe.” 

Safe wauld nat be the ward 
to describe Mandela the 
man, or the movie. While 
it shows him as the ge¬ 
nial peacemaker that the 
world embraced when he 
was freed from prison and 
became South Africa’s 
first black president, it aisc 
shows him as a fiery and 
flawed revolutianary wha 
saught ta abolish apartheid 
thraugh any means neces¬ 
sary as leader as the Afri¬ 
can National Congress. 
Chadwick called Idris 
brave and lauded his por¬ 
trayal of Mandela. 

“There are not many peo¬ 
ple who would step into the 
shoes of Mandela, particu¬ 
larly the way I was making 
the movie,” he said. “There 
was no room for any un¬ 
truth. When yau are stand¬ 
ing in front of thousands 
of people portraying their 
leader that they know so 
well you’d better be on it, 
and Idris was on it.” 

Elba did not have a chance 
tc speak ta the 95-year-ald 
ican because of his fail¬ 


ing health. But he drew on 
the mannerisms of his late 
father to help him with his 
interpretation of Mandela. 
He alsa spake to a few of 
Mandela’s daughters and 
his second wife, Winnie, 
who was alsa a pawerful 
figure in the anti-apartheid 
movement. 

“Winnie said it’s all good 
to see a guy who is wav¬ 
ing and smiling,” said Elba. 
“But she needed to see the 
complex man.” 

Based on Mandela’s auto- 
biagraphy, the film, which 
cpens Friday, has been in 
the works for years. Denzel 
Washingtan was the angi¬ 
nal choice for the role. 

“But at some point the DNA 
changed and it didn’t work 
for him to do the film, so my 
name was thrown in that 
mix,” said Elba. “In actual¬ 
ity it was really easy to get 
the job, but I didn’t believe 
that I had gatten it.” 

Once reality set in, so did 
Elba’s nerves. “I was like, 
‘Damn, da I have this per¬ 
formance in me?”’ the 
41-year-old actor said. “Ev¬ 
eryone knows what Man¬ 
dela looks like and sounds 
like and I’m not like any of 
that. 

It was a massive challenge, 
but it was time to grow up 
and really put my acting 
chops out there.”□ 












Oh, Big 


THOMAS L FRIEDMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates - 

I’ve never been in a big earth¬ 
quake, but I know what one feels 
like now, having spent this past 
week in Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. The Amer¬ 
ican-led interim negotiations 
in Geneva to modestly loosen 
some sanctions on Iran in return 
for some curbs on its nuclear pro¬ 
gram - in advance of talks for an 
end to sanctions in return for an 
end to any Iranian bomb-making 
capability - has hit the Sunni Arab 
world (and Israel) like a geopo¬ 
litical earthquake. If and when a 
deal is struck, it could have a big¬ 
ger impact on this region than 
anything since the Camp David 
peace treaty and Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution in the 1970s com¬ 
bined to reorder the Middle East. 
Why? When Iran had its Islamic 
Revolution in 1979, it was, emo¬ 
tionally speaking, like a big 
brother who walked out, slam¬ 
ming the door behind him. Ev¬ 
eryone in the family got used to 
his being gone. Somebody took 
his bedroom; somebody else 
took his bicycle; and everyone 
enjoyed the undiluted attention 
and affection of Uncle Sam - for 
34 years. Now, just the thought 
of big brother. Iron, being rein¬ 
tegrated and having its own di¬ 
rect relationship with the United 
States has set all of America’s 
Sunni Arab allies - Saudi Arabia, 
the Gulf states, Egypt and Jor¬ 
dan - on edge, especially at a 
time when Iran is malignly med¬ 
dling in Syria, Lebanon, Yemen 
and Bahrain. 

The signs of that nervousness 
range from the attack on the 
Iranian Embassy in Beirut last 
week that killed 23 people to a 
recent essay in Al-Sharq al-Awsat 
newspaper by one of the Arab 
Gulf’s leading journalists, Abdul 
Rahman Al-Rashed, who wrote: 
“From a theoretical, political 
and military perspective, Saudi 
Arabia will have to protect itself 
from the Iranian regime’s nuclear 
program, either with a nuclear 
weapon or via agreements that 
will maintain the regional bal¬ 
ance of power and protect Sau¬ 
di Arabia and the Gulf states.’’ 
Yikes. There are so many layers to 
this: Iran is big - 85 million people; 
Saudi Arabia is small - 20 million 
people. Saudi Arabia has the 
largest oil and gas reserves in the 
Middle East - and Iran is right be¬ 
hind. If sanctions are fully eased 
one day, will Iran take market 
share away from Gulf Arabs? The 
Arab Gulf is primarily Sunni; Iran is 
Shiite. The Iranians are develop¬ 
ing indigenous nuclear technol¬ 
ogy; the Sunni Arabs have none. 
The Geneva talks are exposing 
the different interests America 
and its regional allies have vis- 
d-vis Iran, which the sanctions 
regime had been masking. All 
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the years of sanctions allowed 
diverse parties with diverse in¬ 
terests - the U.S., Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, the other Gulf Arabs, 
Europe, Russia and China - to 
“pretend to be having the some 
discussion about Iran strategy, 
while disagreeing about the ul¬ 
timate goal of negotiations and 
the role that sanctions could play 
in getting us there or not,’’ notes 
Daniel Brumberg, a Georgetown 
University professor and Middle 
East expert. 

If the United States is to maintain 
its relationships out here, and en¬ 
sure that the Iran nuclear agree¬ 
ment doesn’t fuel more instabil¬ 
ity, the interim and final deals 
have to be good ones. Sanctions 
should only be finally removed if 
we can impose on Iran a rollback 
of its enriched fuels and enrich¬ 
ment technologies, along with 
sufficient intrusive inspections, to 
make an undetectable Iranian 
breakout to a nuclear bomb im¬ 
possible. 

But even if the Iranians agree to 
such a deal, it will be a hard sell 
to our allies. U.S. officials believe 
that, ultimately, the only way to 
defuse an Iranian threat to the re¬ 
gion is both to defuse its nuclear 
program and change the char¬ 
acter of the regime, and that the 
two are related. Unlike our allies 
here in the Gulf, we believe there 
is real politics inside Iran and dif¬ 
ferences within the leadership 
and between the leadership and 
the people. But those differences 
have been largely choked off - 
and the hard-liners given a mo¬ 
nopoly on power - as a result of 
Iran’s isolation from the world. If 
we can get an airtight nuclear 
deal that also opens the way for 
Iran’s reintegration into the glob¬ 
al economy, U.S. officials hope 
that different interest groups - 
including more stakeholders in 
engagement with the U.S. and 
the West - will be empowered in¬ 
side Iran and start to change the 
character of the regime. 

It may not work, but it’s a wor¬ 
thy bet, because the only real 
security for Iran’s neighbors 
can come from an evolution¬ 
ary change in the character of 
that regime. So, if Iran’s nuclear 
capabilities are curbed, we can 
live with that bet on evolution¬ 
ary change - especially since 
it would likely facilitate on end 
to the U.S.-lran cold war, which 
has hampered our cooperating 
on regional issues. Our allies, by 
contrast, do not trust Iran at all 
and therefore don’t believe in 
evolutionary change there. They 
want Iran stripped of all nuclear 
technology until there is regime 
change. 

We can’t close that gap. We 
can only manage it by being 
very clear about our goals: to un¬ 
leash politics inside Iran as much 
as possible, while leashing its nu¬ 
clear program as tightly as pos¬ 
sible, while continuing to protect 
our Arab and Israeli allies. That’s 
why, in addition to Secretary of 
State John Kerry, we may also 
need a “Secretary of State Just 
for the Middle East.’’ Because re¬ 
storing the U.S.-lran relationship 
and bringing it in from the cold 
after 34 years is such a wrench¬ 
ing shock to the Middle East sys¬ 
tem, it will require daily consulta¬ 
tion and hand-holding with all 
our Arab and Israeli friends.□ 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - I dreamed of 
Peyton Manning. 

In my dream, I was trying to 
shield him from the bitter wind in 
Foxborough. But he still looked 
like a frozen block of ice, with a 
red nose and watery eyes. 

Yet it was so much better than 
my usual nightmares about Presi¬ 
dent Ted Cruz that I wondered 
why I hadn’t started watching 
football a long time ago. 

When my sports-crazy family 
would drone on about football 
at holidays, I would sometimes 
slip into a bedroom to take a 
break with Jane Austen. 

I had no interest in hearing about 
sulky brutes cracking heads. 
When we were children, my 
brother christened my kittens 
with the names of Redskins line¬ 
backers and slammed their little 
heads together - until I caught 
him. I was worried about concus¬ 
sions long before it became a 
cause celebre. Kitty-cussions. 
Re-reading Austen, I could get 
lost in a fascinating honeycomb 
of relationships. I could delve 
into o rigid male-dominated hi¬ 
erarchical society with pompous 
wealthy overlords and opportu¬ 
nistic strivers and alluring young 
protagonists faltering with im¬ 
mature misjudgments and public 
opprobrium. 

Then the Redskins drafted Robert 
Griffin III, with his gladiator glam¬ 
our, and I was suddenly a fan, 
getting irate when my niece’s 
birthday party was scheduled 
during the Redskins-Cowboys 
game. 

And funnily enough, I was soon 
getting lost in a fascinating hon¬ 
eycomb of relationships. I was 
delving into a rigid male-domi¬ 


nated hierarchical society with 
pompous wealthy overlords and 
opportunistic strivers and allur¬ 
ing young protagonists faltering 
with immature misjudgments and 
public opprobrium. 

Austen, the master of tangled sib¬ 
ling dramas, would have appre¬ 
ciated the face-off in September 
between quarterbacks Peyton 
and little brother Eli, as their fa¬ 
ther watched and Peyton wore 
the 18 jersey in honor of his father 
and older brother. 

Austen would have been 
amused at last year’s Super Bowl 
between the coaching Har- 
baugh brothers, especially the 
moment when John Harbaugh, 
identifying himself only as “John 
from Baltimore,’’ phoned into a 
news conference with his parents 
to ask, “Is it true that both of you 
like Jim better than John?’’ 

The 19th-century author of 
“Emma,’’ the best makeover 
story ever, would have marveled 
at the macho makeover saga in 
Miami with the thuggish Richie 
Incognito trying to harden the 
brainy, viola-playing, 
Stanford-educated Jonathan 
Martin - the “bully’’ and the 
“baby,’’ as Mike Ditka curtly 
called them. 

The 22-year-old RGIII swept into 
town like Emma Woodhouse, 
“handsome, clever and rich,’’ as 
Austen wrote of her 20-year-old 
title character, but spoiled by 
“the power of having rather too 
much her own way, and a dis¬ 
position to think a little too well of 
herself.’’ 

Like Emma and Elizabeth Bennet, 
RGIII has gone through humbling 
experiences. His humiliations on 
the field this season alternated 
jarringly on TV with his commer¬ 
cials for Subway, concocted 
when the Heisman winner from 
Baylor was still flying high and 
grinning cockily. 

He went from being cheered 
as o magical quarterback and 
magnetic leader to being be¬ 
littled as a college-level player 
and blame-shifter. The Washing¬ 
ton Post’s Sally Jenkins upbraided 
RGIII, once hailed as “Cool Hand 
Luke,’’ for acting like “an un- 
teachable know-it-all.’’ Wide re¬ 
ceiver Santana Moss suggested 
that RGIII, and other teammates, 
have to not blame others, “have 
to, at some point, stand up and 


say ‘me’ or ‘1.”’ 

When RGIII kept getting sacked 
and knocked down Monday 
playing the San Francisco 49ers, 
he was left on the ground alone 
as his linemen walked away with¬ 
out helping him up, as they did 
last year. The poor guy even got 
painfully kicked in the groin, or 
the “wedding tackle’’ - as it was 
called on the Mike & Mike show 
- causing the ref to snicker and 
a fan to tweet, “Well there goes 
RG4.’’ 

Afterward, Ahmad Brooks, a 49ers 
linebacker, said that “everybody 
can see’’ that RGIII has “the heart 
of a warrior’’ but should not be 
playing, given his tender knee in 
the bulky brace. 

RG3-and-8, as some began call¬ 
ing him mockingly, could not stop 
miming his disgust at a nonexis¬ 
tent offensive line, a cold father- 
and-son coaching team who are 
not sympatico with their star, and 
the cacophony of critics. 

After the game, the quarterback 
denied an NFL Network report 
that he did not want the team 
to review films of his bad plays. 
“People are trying to character- 
assassinate me, and it’s unfor¬ 
tunate,’’ a dejected RGIII said, 
echoing Mike Shanahan. On 
ESPN, Herm Edwards, a former 
Kansas City Chiefs coach, talked 
about RGIII’s eroded trust in his 
coaches using an expression that 
would fit right into an Austen nov¬ 
el: “There’s a stormy romance, to 
say the least.’’ 

Like every compelling and high- 
spirited Austen heroine, the Red¬ 
skins’ erstwhile hero has some 
growing up to do. He has to go 
through the fire, dig deep and 
learn some lessons about char¬ 
acter. 

As Anna Quindlen once ob¬ 
served, Austen’s novels are 
about the search for self, and 
“this search is as surely under¬ 
taken in the drawing room mak¬ 
ing small talk as in the pursuit of 
a great white whale or the public 
punishment of adultery.’’ When 
Elizabeth Bennet mulls her mis¬ 
takes - the blindness caused by 
her vanity and the ensuing “just’’ 
humiliations - she realizes that 
these follies have allowed her to 
finally know herself. 

And that search can be under¬ 
taken in the locker room as well 
as in the drawing room.Q 
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In The End. It's Not About The 


COREY MINTZ 
© 2013 New York Times 
TORONTO - In Canada, 
where I’m from, Thanksgiv¬ 
ing is over already. We cel¬ 
ebrated on your Columbus 
Day, and if if offers any sol¬ 
ace as you grow increas¬ 
ingly (or maybe just a little 
bit) anxious in these final 
hours, ours turned out fine. 
We ate pretty much the 
same things you will cook 
tomorrow. I'm sure your 
menu and your meal will 
be swell. But I am here to 
argue that it matters less 


ping dinner of joy in our at¬ 
tempts to reproduce com¬ 
plicated chef food in our 
homes. 

If I were to offer Thanksgiv¬ 
ing advice, it wouldn’t be 
about what kind of bird 
to buy or which dessert to 
bake. It would be to re¬ 
member that you ore host¬ 
ing o version of o dinner 
party, and that the some 
etiquette - taking your 
guests' coots and getting 
them o drink, making them 
feel comfortable, feeding 
them in o timely manner. 


on display, the cook’s ego 
is center stage. And that 
ego demands o chorus of 
sometimes insincere praise. 
If you ore o guest of such 
o dinner, it will moke you 
yearn for o simple bowl 
of spaghetti with tomato 
sauce and the leisurely 
pleasure of your friends’ 
company. 

The only cooking tech¬ 
nique that everyone needs 
to master is being ready on 
time. Ifyou’vereinedinyour 
ambitions and planned o 
reasonable menu, you’ll 


hove been prepped in ad¬ 
vance os much os possible. 
Ask them about school. 
Give them o kitchen task. 
Remind them that they’re 
port of the family. 

The core that you show for 
people in the first moments 
of their arrival in your home 
will set the mood for the 
afternoon or evening. Dis¬ 
regard their comfort and 
they will begin to worry that 
they’re not going to hove 
o good time. The niceties 
inspire their confidence. 
And you, in turn, should 
display confidence when 
serving your banquet. 

Every one of those shows 
where cooking is o sport 
features o moment when 
the food is judged. I’ve 
seen that scene played out 
again and again at dinner 
parties in private homes, 
with the host expecting the 
guests to render o verdict 
of the meal. It mokes ev¬ 
eryone uncomfortable. 
Even worse, I’ve been 
served food with the dec¬ 
laration: “It didn't turn out 
the way it looked in the 
magazine. I don't think 
it’s good. But tell me what 
you think.” This is the host¬ 
ing equivalent of “Does this 
moke me look fat?” There 
is no right answer. Because 
the question is really: “Will 
you pander to my insecu¬ 
rity os o cook?” 

Even with the uniformity 
of the Thanksgiving menu, 
turkey is not free from judg¬ 
ment. Its moistness and 
the crispness of its skin ore 
scored against oil other tur¬ 
keys ever cooked. 

Better to serve it without 
fanfare or apology. If it’s 
edible, they will eat it. If 
it’s good, you’ll hear that 
in o low-pitched cross be¬ 
tween o moon and o yum, 
elicited without request. 

It’s more important that 
you continue to pour wa¬ 
ter and wine, to remind 
them that you’re looking 
otter their needs. 
Thanksgiving is the longest 
dinner party ever hosted. 
The most frequent question 
I get (How do I get people 
to leave my house?) con 
be particularly opt. The an¬ 
swer is so simple that many 
people hove trouble be¬ 
lieving it. 

As long os the meal is over. 



In the end, it’s not about the food, a good Thanksgiving host makes guests feel welcome, 
appreciated and a iittle speciai. 


(Katherine Streeter/The New York Times) 


than you imagine. 

Over the lost few years. 
I’ve held 201 dinner parties 
for o newspaper column 
up here (mine, actually) 
called Fed. I've learned 
that the food is less impor¬ 
tant than the company 
and o little bit of gracious¬ 
ness. Call it hospitality, or 
entertaining. 

A generation of food tele¬ 
vision, with its ticking clocks 
and well-lit close-ups, has 
brainwashed us into be¬ 
lieving dinner is o competi¬ 
tion. Our manners hove at¬ 
rophied. We ore now will¬ 
ing to put so much thought 
and effort into what we eat 
- making cronuts at home, 
name-checking the latest 
hot restaurants, leading o 
torch-ond-pitchfork mob 
against gluten - that we’ve 
lost our understanding of 
how to eat with people. 
We hove been reduced to 
o society of boors by strip¬ 


serving food with confi¬ 
dence and ending the 
evening on o high note - is 
just os appreciated by your 
family os by anyone else 
you would bring to your 
table. Maybe more. 

The focus should be on 
making your guests feel 
good. At Thanksgiving, you 
hove two advantages: 
knowing everyone pretty 
well and the theme of ex¬ 
pressing gratitude. It's o 
good time to tell your sister 
not just that she looks great 
with bongs, but also that 
you appreciate her watch¬ 
ing the kids. 

Bottom line: make people 
feel welcome, appreciat¬ 
ed and a little special. 
When I'm the host, people 
are more important than 
food. And when I'm the 
guest, I don’t really core if 
the food is bod. That's usu¬ 
ally not the cose. No mat¬ 
ter how much sang-froid is 


be prepared when family 
arrives. Because the sec¬ 
ond they walk through the 
door, your guests - not your 
dinner - need your atten¬ 
tion. 

Families often lose out on 
the hospitality we offer to 
strangers. 

But when your cousins 
come in out of the cold, 
pumpkin pie in one hand, 
toddler in the other, they 
appreciate having some¬ 
one take their coot. And 
get them o drink. 

Close family members re¬ 
quire less ministration. New 
family members and boy¬ 
friends and girlfriends who 
aren’t yet familiar enough 
to put their feet up on the 
sofa may feel less comfort¬ 
able. They deserve extra 
attention. 

What they need, what we 
oil need, is to feel special, 
rather than ignored in fa¬ 
vor of food that should 



Food 

it is the hosts’ prerogative 
to end the evening when¬ 
ever they like. We may 
think that family trumps 
this rule, that they should 
be welcome to stay in our 
homes as long as they like. 
But in reality, food and 
drink make us sleepy. And 
family grows tiresome. 

I often host dinners that go 
on for five hours. But I've 
learned to call an end to 
an evening when it suits 
me. A good experience 
that carries on too long, 
like the ninth season of a 
sitcom that should have 
ended in five, sours in 
memory. 

When you are ready to 
call it a night, just say: “My 
darling family, thank you. 
I think it’s time to call it a 
night. I'm having a good 
time and wish I could stay 
up later. But I am tuckered 
out.” You may be surprised 
at the welcome reception 
for this bit of direction, as 
previously sleepy guests 
bolt up and start washing 
dishes, in an effort to be 
remembered fondly. Go¬ 
ing out on a high note is al¬ 
ways better remembered 
than overstaying your wel¬ 
come. 

I hope my approach to 
hosting doesn’t come 
across as didactic or offi¬ 
cious. It’s all intended to¬ 
ward a singular goal: mak¬ 
ing sure that other people 
have a good time. I don't 
care if you put your elbows 
on the table. I care only 
that you are happy. 

Some people may mistake 
that for servility. To them I 
say, I recently hosted a din¬ 
ner for Charles MacPher- 
son, the operator of a To¬ 
ronto butler academy. 
MacPherson said that 
when his boyfriend goes 
to the bathroom in the 
middle of the night, he re¬ 
makes the bed. 

“A desire to serve,” he of¬ 
fered, “is the ability to be 
able to give yourself to 
someone else to try to 
make their life better. That 
doesn’t mean subservient. 
We all serve in some way.” 
The dinner party is an op¬ 
portunity to serve your 
friends, if only for one 
evening. Holidays are a 
chance to do that for your 
family.Q 









